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CHAPTER I. 

In studying authors of great wisdom and under- 
standing, I find that they all appear to be too prudent 
to give anything like a definite meaning to the Scripture 
terms which they profess to handle. There are four 
very important times spoken of in Scripture; the last 
days, the last end of the indignation, the time of the 
end, and the times of the restitution of all things. I 
can find no author who has given either the true 
meaning of these terms, or the dates of their 
commencement and end. 

If any one would understand prophecy, it is of the 
highest importance that he should possess a clear 
knowledge of the meaning of these terms. First, 
then, what ia meant by the " last days?" The term 
last days, unmistakeably implies that there have been 
former days, he who understands what is meant by 
"former days" will very easily understand what is 
meant by " latter days." From the Scriptures them- 
selves, independent of all authors, and contrary to 
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many, I gather that the first days began with the first 
Adam, and ended with the birth of the second Adam, 
and that the last days began with the second Adam, and 
will end when He shall appear in the clouds of heaven. 
The first days were about four tkousand years,and the last 
days are about three thousand two hundred and thirty 
one years (I am not particular in either case to half a 
hebdomad), so the former and the latter days together 
are about seven thousand two hundred and thirty one 
years. When we compare this Scripture, "Gather 
yourselves together, ye sons of Jacob, and I will tell 
you what shall befall you in the last days" (Gen. xlix.) 
with this, " God, who at sundry times and in divers 
manners spake in times past unto the fathers by the 
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
His Son" (Heb. i.), we find that the first days ended, 
and the last began when Christ was bom. It follows 
that all time may be divided into two periods: before 
Christ and after Christ, and I may say of these what 
Moses, Jesus Christ, and Paul, said of the kingdom of 
God, " it is in thy heart, and in thy mouth, it is within 
you, it is among you." But what strange use, indeed, 
do some persons make of the term, " last days." Now, 
if we understand the term "last days" to mean the 
time from the birth of Christ, to the year three 
thousand two hundred and thirty one, Cwhen the sun 
shall cease to shine, when seed time and harvest, day 
and night, summer and winter, shall end, and the 
Lord shall appear in the clouds of heaven); if we 
lake this view to be correct, how plain many other 
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Scriptures will appear, which otherwise we could not 
understand. All events that take place after the 
birth of Christ, and before He comes in the clouds 
of heaven at the end of time, take place in the last 
days; how is it then that certain learned writers upon 
prophecy assert that the Scriptures refer to events 
now taking place, and that they cannot refer to events 
that took place a thousand years ago, " because," say 
these writers, " it is emphatically said in the last days." 
Let my readers understand, that things which took 
place a thousand years ago took place in the last days; 
and that things which shall take place a thousand 
years hence will also take place in the last days. St. 
Paul lived in these last days; we live in these last 
days; Simeon lived in these last days; and in these 
last days he took Jesus in his arms, and said to His 
mother, " This child is set for the falling and rising 
again of many in Israel;" and many in Israel fell 
in the last days, and many of Israel must rise in the 
last days. Jerusalem was destroyed in the last days, 
and it must be rebuilt in the last days. Wherever th^ 
term occurs in the Bible, it always refers to the tim& 
from the birth of Christ to the end of all things. 
I have not yet seen a satisfactory comment on 29th 
Genesis. There is always some mystery observed 
about the "last days," so as not to take away the 
the freedom of action. Jacob does not tell his sons 
exactly what shall befall them, "Gather yourselves 
together ye sons of Jacob, and I will tell you what 
shall befall you in the last days." But he only told 
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them indirectly what should befall them in the last 
days. Here is the mystery : he blessed each of the tribes, 
by name, but when Shiloh came to him the people were 
to be gathered. The "people" here spoken of could 
not be any of the descendants of Jacob, he having 
mentioned them by name. By the people there must 
be meant strangers, aliens, the gentiles; and if 
strangers are gathered unto Shiloh, then it follows 
that the Jews — the children of the kingdom — must 
be cast out. The Jews did not so understand this 
Scripture when Shiloh came, notwithstanding Shiloh 
told them plainly that the kingdom of God should 
be taken from them, and given to a nation bringing 
forth the fruits thereof, and these are first which 
shall be last and the last first. The Gentiles, who 
are first in the kingdom of Shiloh, shall be last, and 
the Jews who are last called shall be first. " Many 
are called but few chosen." " The gifts and calling of 
God are without repentance." 

I think it is sufficiently clear that the last days 
commenced when Christ was born. 
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CHAPTER IL 

"THE LAST END OF THE INDIGNATION."— Dan. viii. 19. 

As the " last days " imply there are former days, so 
the term " The last end of the indignation," implies 
there is a former end of the indignation: and he 
that can understand what is meant by the former end 
of the indignation, may also understand what is 
meant by the last end. Both the first and the last 
end of the indignation have reference to the mystery 
of the Gentiles, and he that would understand the 
mystery of the Glen tiles must look well to the terms 
here made use of. If we have time and persons 
given, we may find out the place ; and if we have 
time, place, and person, we may find out what the 
events shall be. The spirit of prophecy does not 
leave the universally supreme persons, and speak of 
those who live in obscure nooks and corners of the 
earth. Here are full transgressors and a crafty king, 
of a fierce countenance, spoken of in this chapter ; 
how can they be full transgressors if there is any 
restriction to their will ? and if there is no restriction 
to their will, then they must be the supreme lords of 
the earth ; but Mahomed was never supreme in the 
earth ; these full transgressors must be the greatest 
masters of the art of deception, and there is ^re^t 
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indignation against them. The greatest indignation 
is for the greatest transgressors ; here are full trans- 
gressors, and the king over them must be the fullest 
of all transgressors: he must be hell's own first-born, 
for whom there is no forgiveness, not in this world, 
nor yet in the world to come. 

That the last end of the indignation is the main 
subject of prophecy, is, I think, clear from this chap- 
ter, as well as from all Scripture ; and that the Jews 
are not the full transgressors is, I think, evident from 
this vision, as it is also from the New Testament. It 
is evident that they who took away the daily sacrifice 
were military men, and equally evident that the full 
transgressors are not military men. 

There are many Scriptures to show that the time 
of this fullest of all transgressors, this great king of 
deception, this hell's own chieftain, this son of per- 
dition, is 1260; and then if we look at the question 
the angel asks, '^ How long shall be the vision con^ 
ceming the daily sacri/icey and the transgression of 
desolation^ to give both the sanctuary and the host to 
be trodden underfoot^^ that is, how long shall the 
first and last end of the indignation be ? and look also 
at the answer, " It shall be unto 2,300," and then, if 
we take 1,260, '^ the last end of the indignation, the 
time of the great king of transgressors," from 2,300, 
we leave 1,040 for the first end of the indignation, or 
that indignation which was concerning the daily sac- 
rifice and military men ; and if we begin the 1,040 at 
the time when the daily sacrifice became subject to 
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military men, which I suppose was about 606 before 
Christ (for I am not particular to half a hebdomad), 
we are brought on to 434 after Christ; and then if 
we add ninety-live years and ten months, also seventy- 
seven years for the rising and establishing of this 
king of fierce countenance between the first and last 
end of the indignation, as I think we should accord- 
ing to Rev. xvii. 12, xiii. 5, and Dan. vii. 8, we are 
brought on to about 606 after Christ, and to that add 
1,260, we are then brought on to about 1,866 after 
Christ, at which time the indignation will (as far as 
the earthly career of this fierce king is concerned) 
cease ; and after that the sanctuary shall be cleansed. > 

Thus I consider the first indignation began 606 
before Christ, and ended 434 after Christ ; and the 
last indignation began 606 after Christ, and will end 
1866 after Christ, leaving thirty years for the pre- 
paring, settling, and establishing the kingdom of the 
saints upon earth. 

Some writers speak of the last end of the indig- 
nation as having commenced in the days of Anti- 
ochus, and in other parts of their works they speak 
as if it were future at the time they write. 
What can we learn from such contradiction as 
this ? Certainly no definite meaning to these Scripture 
terms. 

The first end of the indignation, or that which con- 
cerned the daily sacrifice, had reference to the Jews as 
well as Gentiles ; but from the last end of the indigna- 
tion, God hathy in great mercy, excluded the Jqv<(^\ ^^^ 
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Lord has shut the Jews up from that great apostacy 
for which there is no forgiveness ; and in reference to 
this very thing Paul exclaims, "How unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways past finding out." 

The Lord's indignation against the Jews was the 
reconciling of the Eoman world unto God, — and if 
the casting away of the Jews be the salvation of the 
world, what will the casting of that world into outer 
darkness be but life from the dead ! K God chastised 
Israel with the stroke of a cruel one, with what 
chastisement will he chastise the Gentile? He will 
burn him in a furnace, and then there shall be peace 
on earth. 



CHAPTER III. 

"THE TIME OF THE END."— Dan. xi. 40." 

Wherever this term occurs in Scripture, it has 
reference to the breaking up of the confederacy which 
was established first, at Babylon, and carried on by 
the Modes and Persians, then by the Greeks, and 
lastly by the Eomans. It simply means Satan is divided 
against himself; or, that there is civil war in the 
Devil's own kingdom, this being given by one from 
the manger in Bethlehem, as a sure sign that that 
kingdom, which Satan boasted was his empire (Matt* 
iy. 8), hath an end. The time of the end, according 
to my calculation, embraces 107 years, commencing 
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1789, ending 1896, so there must be civil war more 
or less fierce until 1896; when Jesus will send His 
angels and destroy the kingdom, casting it into outer 
darkness. Such shall be the end of that boasted 
eternal city, that kingdom which Satan said was his, 
and which assertion Jesus did not deny; an untimely 
kingdom must come to an untimely end, and the most 
simple person need not be ignorant of this great truth. 

It is plain that the time of the end is some consider- 
able time, for at the time of the end the king of the 
South shall push at, or (as I shall read it^ elbow the 
ecclesiastical king, who does according to his will, 
and the king of the North shall come against him like 
a whirlwind, which things take some time, for the 
Holy Spirit speaks not of trifles. 

That the time of the end is some considerable time 
is further evident from what the angel says (Rev. x. 
6, 7.) who swares that (the) *' time should be no longer," 
but when the seventh angel shall sound, the mystery 
should be finished, as He hath declared unto His 
servants the prophets. And the sounding of the 
trumpet contained the outpouring of seven vials of 
wrath, which must take many years to accomplish. 

A learned writer says, the words " that time shall 
be no longer,*' means that the time shall not be yet. 
I, however, take the simple meaning to be what the 
Scriptures say, namely: — that the time concerning 
the mystery of iniquity shall be no longer, but after 
the seventh angel has sounded, civil war in the Devil's 
kingdom shall cpmmence; or, in other words^ the 
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angels shall pour out their vials of wrath to prepare 
the kingdom for dissolution ; or, according to Daniel, 
the king of the South shall elbow, and the king of the 
North shall come against the Roman Pontiff like 
a whirlwind; and then Michael and his mighty host in 
flaming fire shall gather up the king of the North, 
and the king of the South, together with their 
governments, and cast them into a furnace of fire. 
How is it that our learned writers upon prophecy say 
that the power of the Devil will increase towards the 
end, and that he will work real miracles. Such ideas 
are contrary to the whole Bible, which plainly shows 
that the Devil is a liar, and that he performs lying 
wonders, and not real ones. If people would but 
study these things for themselves, they would cease to 
believe that the power of darkness is on the increase, 
for Scripture and common sense teach us that light is 
on the increase. I am persuaded that the term, '^ the 
time of the end," or " that time shall be no longer,'* 
has a definite meaning, and that meaning is, that 
Satan's kingdom shall be ended, that the untimely 
times of the Gentiles shall be no more; that the great 
mystery of iniquity, the mystery of God, shall be 
finished, as the prophets have declared. Then shall 
there be peace on the earth, then shall the kingdom 
of heaven be likened to ten virgins who all waited for 
the bridegroom; then shall there be peace, peace, 
universal peace, all slumbering and sleeping, all 
waiting for the Lord Jesus, the stable-born king, to 
come, riding in the clouds of heaven. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

*'THE TIME OF THE RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS.'' 

Acts. iii. 21. 

Ip the Scriptures are true, the restitution of all things 
can never take place while the earth remains, it can 
never take place so long as the sun continues to shine. 
This will be clear if we take a right survey of man's 
position in the Garden of Eden before things were 
put out of order by disobedience. Adam, indeed^ was 
put into the Garden of Eden to. dress and keep it, but 
I doubt whether dressing and keeping the garden 
consisted in digging and pruning it; the dressing and 
keeping it did not cause any sweat on the brow, but sin 
putting all things out of order, the Lord drove the 
man out of Eden, to till the ground from whence he 
was taken, and said he should eat bread in the sweat 
of his brow, all the days of his life. After the flood 
also the Lord said, *^ while the earth remaineth, seed 
time and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, 
day and night, shall not cease" (Gen. viii. 22). Seed 
and harvest will never be got in without toil and 
sweat, and as toil and sweat were not an ingredient 
in the Garden of Eden, it follows that the restituti(Mi 
of all things can never take place while the earth 
remains. 
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I take the times of the restitution of all things lo 
be when the dead and quick, the whole family of 
Adam, shall arise to meet the Lord Jesus in the 
clouds^of heaven. Then shall the Lord set the sheep 
on His right, and the goats on His left; then shall 
the true simple believer have his reward, and then 
shall the hypocrite have his reward also. 

But further, the times of the restitution of all things 
I take to be the same as the regeneration, when the 
Son of man shall sit in the throne of His glory (Matt. 
xiz. 28). The apostles, also, at the restitution of all 
things shall sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel. This will be evident if we consider (1 Cor. 
vi. 2) " The saints shall judge the world." 

Notice also the parable of Matt, xxv., from verse 
14th to 30th inclusive, also xxiv, 46, 47, also Luke 
xix., from 12th to 27th verse, also Mark xiii. 34, 35. 
These Scriptures unmistakeably shew that the saints 
shall sit upon thrones, and shall be partakers with 
Jesus in the judgment, at the restitution of all things; 
and the place of this judgment shall not be upon this 
present earth, for all, both dead and quick, shall meet 
the Lord in the alr^ and there shall be the judgment, 
not on the new earth, nor in that city which Abraham 
saw afar off. After the judgment, the wicked shall 
go away into punishment, and the righteous shall go 
away into life. This restitution of all things I call 
an interval between time and eternity. 

It may not be amiss to notice in this place the 
word generation. I am not satisfied with my own 
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knowledge of the meaning of the word in every place 
where it occurs in the Scriptures. It was an evil 
generation in which Christ lived; it is an evil 
generation in which we live; and that was an evil 
generation in ^yhich Noah lived; so was that in which 
Lot lived; so also was that in which Moses lived. 
From this I am disposed to say they are all evil 
generations, and who can bring a clean thing out of 
an unclean? not one. Isow if we sum up nil that 
have been generated since the woman suffered herself 
to be defiled by the crafty serpent, into one generation, 
that will be giving a very gigantic meaning to the 
word. There is one grand generation in which all 
things are out of order, and there is one grand 
regeneration, called in another place the " restitution 
of all things," when the Lord shall be seen coming in 
the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory, 
and with Him all the holy angels; therefore, if we 
look at the word generation, as a relative term with 
regeneration, the one will comprehend fallen man, the 
other r^fetbred or regenerated man. But while I doubt 
the meaning of the term in some places, I do not doubt 
it in others. The word occurs in Matt. xii. 45). 
"When the unclean spirit is gone out of the man, 
he goes through dry places seeking rest and finding 
none, then he saith, I will return to the house from 
whence I came out; he taketh to himself seven other 
spirits, more wicked than himself, and findeth it 
empty, swept, and garnished; the last state of that 
man is worse than the first, so shall it be unto this 
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evil generation." Now the word generation here, 
means the Roman world, both heathen and Christian, 
and cannot, therefore, in this case be applied to the 
Jews. The man out of whom the unclean spirit went 
was the heathen Roman, and his seat was Rome, and 
the man became a Christian, and the unclean spirit 
returned to that man, and he occupied the same seat 
and government, but the seven confederate unclean 
spirits occupied the seven leading governments in the 
Christian Roman confederacy. From this I learn that 
the word generation here, means the entire Roman 
world, both heathen and Christian, and that the 
Christian state is worse than the heathen ; what sajs 
mj reader to this? I see the word in the decalogue 
is in italics (Exodus xz. 5, and xxziv. 7), and I take 
(without being quite sure about the matter) the third 
and fourth generation in these places to mean the 
Greek and Roman generation. 
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CHAPTER V. 

HIEROGLYPHICS. 

To understand prophecy clearly, it is necessary that 
we should understand the figures, symbols, hiero- 
glyphics, and parables, that prophecy makes use of. 

Writers upon prophecy usually admit, that the four 
beasts of the seventh chapter of Daniel signify four 
empires, but they do not give the same meaning to 
the beast of the Revelation. Why is this ? 

I read in one learned work that a dragon means 
any great power ; but I ask if a dragon means any 
great power, which of the great powers does it mean, 
for there are several ? 

St. Paul says. If an instrument give an uncertain 
sound, who can understand what is meant thereby; so I 
say, if a hieroglyphic stands for anything you please,. it 
stands for nothing at all, for who can tell what is 
meant thereby. 

Some authors assert, that an individual, such as 
Napoleon, is meant by the beast rising up out of the 
sea, in Revelation : while others assert it to be the 
Pope. But how different this from views so generally 
given of the seventh of Daniel. If beasts rising out of 
the sea mean empires in the Book of Daniel, why 
should not the beast rising up out of the sea in 
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Hevelation mean an empire also. In the works of 
several authors, the heast is spoken of as having a 
horizontal movement : he is spoken of as going up to 
Jerusalem to war, and as being absent from home, 
&c., &c. The Scriptures inform us that the beast's 
heads are seven mountains; can we suppose these 
seven mountains moved themselves into Asia to make 
war against Jerusalem, &c. Hieroglyphics evidently 
represent the powers that be, and is it a usual thing for 
the powers that be to move themselves out of their seats? 
We read in the eighth chapter of Daniel of a ram 
pushing westward, northward, and southward, and 
the seat of this ram must have been in the east.' 
which I think we should not say he ever left, for this 
ram did not represent the king merely, but his power, 
his forces. We also read of an he-goat coming from 
the west, and we have no particular seat or locality of 
this goat, but he established himself in all the earth ; 
no beast left his seat but the he-goat; beside this 
ram and he-goat, none of the beasts represent merely 
the king and military power, but tliey represent 
settled governments ; neither can they be spoken of 
as having any other iiiovement than rising out of the 
commotions of nations, rising out of perdition, going 
into perdition, &c., as I think may be learned from 
the seventh of Daniel, for those four beasts represent 
the four succeeding governments of Babylonia, Medo- 
Persia, Greece, and Rome, until the persons of the 
last government shall be cast by the angels into hell- 
fire. Notwithstanding, king, government^ and king- 
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dom, are relative terms, these beasts not only repre- 
sent kingdoms or empires, but include the kings. The 
beasts are not the special representation of kings, but 
of governments ; neither is an individual person, such 
as Napoleon, ever represented bj a beast; neither 
are die Roman pontiffs represented by a beast. 

It is said by some writers, that two symbols are 
never used to express the same thing, and yet they 
themselves assert, that the ram and he-goat of the 
eighth chapter mean the same as the bear and leopard 
of the seventh, and the silver and brass of the second; 
and if they take a right view of the prophecies, they 
will find that Rome and the Eomans are the principal 
subjects of all the symbols, as well as, generally 
speaking, of all the parables, and this is what makes 
it so easy to understand. All Scriptures show that 
the main line of prophecy began at Babylon with 
Nebuchadnezzar, and runs through Medo-Fersia, 
Greece, and through heathen Rome, ending in hell- 
fire at Christian Rome, with the Roman Pontiff; that 
is the main line, and there are several branches run- 
ning into it, therefore, I say that prophecy is very 
easy to understand. 

I advise my readers to make themselves well ac- 
quainted with the third chapter of Genesis, for these 
symbols represent the development of that chapter. 
No beast or symbol that is attractive, or that has not 
feet, is ever used to represent heathen kingdoms, 
governments, or kings ; on the other hand, no beast 
that is repelling, or that has legs or feet, are ^h^\. 
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used to denote either the pontiff, or the hierarchj, or 
false teachers, they being represented by such symbols 
as are charming or attractive, and in every case they 
can speak. The scarlet and purple clad woman of 
course has legs and feet, but she is not a beast : the 
beast she rides on has feet if not legs, for it has brass 
claws ; this beast rose up out of the sea, with ten 
horns: these ten horns are all of them kings or 
governments. Hence the beast as it rose out of the 
commotions of the sea, was an entire physical force, 
or state beast ; that is, it represented the confederacy 
of the entire Roman Christian states; and to this 
beast was given a mouth, or an eleventh horn, that 
could speak very great things. So we are hereby 
shown, that ail state or civil powers rise up out of the 
sea, but none of the charming, attractive, or deceiving 
powers, are said to come from thence : and none of the 
beasts or horns representing civil or military power ■ 
are said to speak; while, on the other hand, the 
mouth that is given to this beast, the woman that 
rides it, and also the beast that rises out of the earth, 
are attractive, charming, speaking persons : and 
during the existence of these persons, the greatest 
stress is always laid upon them, and not upon civil 
and military powers which support them. There is, 
usually, also a plain distinction made between these 
powers. It is said by some authors, that of the two 
horns of the beast that came out of the earth (Rev. 
xiii. 11), one means the Pope's temporal, the other 
his ecclesiastical power; but I cannot thus regard 
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them. The beasts that rise out of the sea, were the 
all-important, until the little horn that could talk came 
up (Dan. vii.), until the mouth that could talk was 
given (Rev. xiii. 5), and in no case is the greatest 
importance given to the beast after the talking powers 
come into existence, but to the speaking, shewing 
thereby, that the civil power is servant to the 
ecclesiastical. 

That peaceful beast, the hierarchy, is said to exercise 
all the power of the beast that came out of the sea, 
notwithstanding that beast had a mouth that could talk. 

Authors generally apply the forty-two months to 
the beast (xiii. 5). I am lead to believe, however, 
that the forty-two months, by no means apply to the 
beast, nor to the mother of harlots that rides it, nor 
yet to the beast that speaks like a dragon (I learn their 
time from another place), but the forty-two months 
apply to the mouth, and to the mouth only. The 
mouth is something added to the beast, and it can be 
taken away or stopped, (see Matt. xxii. 12). The 
greatest of all stress is laid upon this mouth, during 
the time he exists, and he is the most important person ; 
the very devil incarnate; he wears scarlet, and purple, 
and fine linen, and fares sumptuously every day. It is 
the Roman Pontiff; and that this mysterious mouth 
shall be taken away is evident; the eighteenth chapter 
being the history of its destruction, for after this St. 
John says, in the nineteenth chapter, nineteenth verse, 
''I saw the beast." But John saw no mouth that 
could talk, his organs of speech bein^ %QTi^« '^^ga^ 
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the beast himself, after his loss of speech, is not the all- 
important, is also eTident; for John not only saw the 
beast, but also the kings of the earth, for when the 
beast was in his prime, there were no kings of the 
earth but those included in the beast, that is, they 
formed the horns in the head of the body of the 
beast. It is also evident that the beast and the false 
prophet perish together (20th verse), and that they 
perish by agency, whilst the destruction of the mouth 
(eighteenth chapter), was, viva voce^ of God, without 
agency. The false prophet here is the same as the- 
beast that had two horns like a lamb, and it is evidently 
a plurality of persons, for, ^Hhey say unto them, that 
dwell on the earth" (xiii. 14). It is also evident that 
the first beast is a plurality of persons, for the second 
beast did not work miracles to deceive an individual 
person (but a body of people), nor yet to deceive the 
Roman Pontiffs. 

The mouth that spake very great things is never 
spoken of in the plural, in any hieroglyph; but in the 
Gospel he is spoken of in the plural, as false Christs. 

A further evidence that prophecy lays the greatest 
stress on the preaching or speaking powers, is, that the 
preaching beast (the Roman hierarchy), that rose oat 
of the earth, caused an image to be made to the beast 
that had a wound; that is, they preached to them that 
dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to 
the beast that wns wounded, and in consequence of 
this preaching there was an image made; and the 
beast out of the earth made the image talk, by 
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supplying it with a mouth, a speaker, and in 
consequence of this mouth, the image caused that as 
many as would not worship it should be killed. If 
mj readers will observe closely the fifteenth verse, they 
will find that it was the beast out of the earth that 
animated the image, for the beast out of the earth 
lived within the vitals of the image; hence the beast 
is said to rise out of the bottomless pit, and hence also 
the image of the beast must be full of devils,— clay 
crawling in among the iron. 

As I have said so much about this seven-headed 
monster, having only one mouth that can talk, it may 
not be amiss to say a word or two about the mouth of 
the two witnesses (xi. 4. 5.), for perhaps it may seem 
less strange to some that a beast should have seven 
heads and only one mouth that can talk, than for two 
witnesses to have only one mouth between them; for 
the mouth of the witnesses is only spoken of in the 
singular number, in the same manner as the mouth of 
the beast. An able writer supposes the witnesses to 
be two persons. But how it is he speaks of their 
mouth in the singular number, I cannot guess. That 
they are two bodies of persons I learn from the fact 
that they have only one mouth. By the mouth is 
meant a speaker, and whether the witnesses know it or 
not, God is their Grod, and there is one spokesman on 
behalf of them both, and fire shall come out from that 
spokesman, and devour them that hurt the witnesses. 

I think these words in Genesis iii. 14, "Upon thy 
belly shalt thou go," sufficient evidence that C«Ji&^ 
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teachers are never represented hj any animal that has 
feet. If this is not enough, however, we have it 
more definite from Jesus himself, who purposely 
designated Herod, a fox, bat the scribes and pharisees, 
serpents, vipers, and the children of the devil. He 
never called the latter by the name of any animal 
that has legs and feet. 

The dragon certainly, as represented in Scripture, has 
feet, but the serpent has not; a proper dragon cannot 
speak, but the serpent can: these two different animals 
are in some places represented in one, as the little 
horn (Dan. vii.) upon the beast It was the dragon 
proper, in the first place, that stamped, and devoured; 
afterward the serpent proper came upon that beast, 
and became part of the dragon, the serpent having 
his foundation in the dragon. It is observable by 
attention to the Scripture mysteries, that in no case is 
the greatest stress laid upon craft while the world was 
heathen, and in no case is the greatest stress laid on 
civil or military power, after the world became 
Christian. The dragon, as represented in Rev. xii. 3, 
4, is all heathen, excepting his tail, for his intention 
was to devour the woman's child — not to deceive it; 
nor yet to speak against the woman at that time; but 
his tail was attractive, representing the Christian 
Eoman government. As he is spoken of in the seventh 
verse, he must be an unembodied spirit; so are his 
angels in this place, and here his devouring powers 
ceased to be supreme (a.d. 434). He afterwards 
became incarnate, as did his angels also. Then the 



OB, BETTER TIMES COMING. 23 

serpent would not marry, but hated the woman, 
because she brought forth a man child, who was to 
bruise his head. He persecuted the woman and 
forbade others to marry, and spoke against the woman, 
and would not have her as an associate. 

That which came out of the mouth must necessarily 
be words. It will be seen by Rev. xii. 16, that the 
flood came out of the dragon's mouth, but in verse 15, 
the flood is said to come out of the serpent's mouth, 
shewing that the mouth that could talk, was added to 
the dragon, and became common to both — the dragon 
and serpent having been joined in one body. Heathen 
Rome did not forbid to marry, neither did the civil 
Christian powers; therefore the beast with ten horns 
was not so obnoxious, until that execrable mouth was 
given to him that could talk, and which spake against 
the woman. The dragon making war with the seed 
of the woman, verse 17, is the same as '^Wearing out 
the saints of the Most High" (Dan. vii. 25). 

I feel assured that if the simplest of my readers will 
carefully notice the Scripture account of this beast, 
they. will not for a moment entertain the notion, so 
current with prophetic writers, that Napoleon can be 
the head of this beast. Neither can France, Austria, 
Germany, nor any country, people, or nation, that does 
not bear the name that this beast has borne for more 
than twenty-six centuries. How, let me ask, will a 
ten or twenty year Napoleon look beside twenty-six 
centuries ? The Scriptures expressly show that this 
beast has never lived without a head. If the duration 
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of the life of this beast be divided into eight equal parts^ 
it would give on an average more than three hundred 
and twenty years for the duration of each head ; how 
then will the temporal life of two Napoleons added 
together look beside this ? The eighth head is the 
all-important one. We must give it a few eentiuries 
on that aecount. Again, the seventh head was to 
continue a little while (Rev. xvii. 10). I give the 
eighth head more time on that account also. Again^ 
the first five heads did not continue to exist 320 
years each. This will give more time to the eighth. 
In a word I shall assign 1260 years (the most pro* 
minent and most important Scripture number) for 
the life of this mysterious and most important eighth 
head. 

If we consider the entire existence of the beast 
from the building of Rome to be about 2,600 years» 
it will be reasonable to allow 1,260 years for him in 
his eighth-headed state, the grand centre of all the 
mysterious prophecies. A great deal has been said 
about the eighth head being of the seventh, but the 
scripture does not say of the seventh, but of the seven. 
The eighth being of the seven quite sets aside the 
notion of Napoleon being the eighth. For if the 
seventh head was a Roman head, how can a French 
head be of the seven ? It has been said, that the 
eighth head was joined on so closely, so suddenly, and 
so unexpectedly, as to be of the seventh, and yet to bo 
the eighth, but this I cannot regard as quite correct. 
The eighth head was seventy-seven years being 
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grafted in the beast, and I think, if history were con- 
sulted, it would be found that none of the other heads 
were so long in being grafted on the beast. The eighth 
head came like the devil, and he is an old serpent. 
He came slow and sure. He did not come in many 
ships, as some scholars assert. The seventh head was, 
I believe, a Christian head, and so was the eighth, the 
beast became a Christian, but many claved to it with 
flatteries. The devil saw this, and, Simon like, he 
became a Christian, and acted his part so well, that 
he deceived the whole world. Observe, also, the eighth 
head being of the seventh, does not deny but that the 
seventh is of the sixth, and the sixth also of the 
fifth, &c., they being all of them Roman heads, they 
would be all one of another. I cannot admit the seven 
heads, or seven forms of government that Rome under- 
went, to be the seven heads in the manner that most 
authors assert. Dr. Cumming, quoting from Tacitus, 
gives the forms of government thus:— 1st, Kings; 
2nd, Consuls ; 3rd, Decemvirs ; 4th, Dictators ; 6tb, 
Military Tribunes. Fleming also quotes these from 
Tacitus, but not in the same order as the Doctor; and 
these learned men consider these kings, as also the 
emperors, to be what is meant by the heads; but 
surely the Scriptures do not bear them out in such 
notions ? According to my views, it is not the Kings, 
Consuls, Decemvirs, Tribunes, Emperors, or Popes, 
that are the heads of the beast, for if the Scriptures 
show so plain that the Pope is the month of the beast, 
how can he be the head ? Surely the mouth is not 
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the head. The first head, according to my views, 
would be Monarchial-Rome, the second head, Con- 
sulate-Rome, the third head, Decemvirate-Home, 
the fourth, Dictatorial-Rome, the fifth, Military- 
Tribune - Rome, the sixth. Imperial -Rome, the 
seventh head, was Rome in a decaying or dying state. 
This latter is Christian -Rome, or deadly-wounded 
Rome, and the eighth Pontifical Rome. I suppose it 
will be generally admitted that the whole body par- 
takes of the head. If Rome itself had ceased to 
exist, there could have no longer been a Roman 
government that bare rule over all the earth. The 
beast itself is spoken of in the twelfth chapter, verses 
13,14, as being wounded, but was healed, its whole 
body receiving life from its head. 

We are not to suppose, as many do, that the 
seventh head was a well-to-do head, and then had 
a wound by a sword, for such -I think is not the case; 
these heads, as it appears to me, were brought before 
St. John in a panoramic view, the sixth head stamping 
and sending out a decree that all the world should be 
taxed, and the whole world was taxed accordingly; 
the seventh head was noted for nothing so much as 
having all the symptoms of death in it, and being 
between two such terrible heads; the sixth breaking 
the earth, and the eighth speaking such great things 
that it shook the whole earth, and frightened all 
nations with its voice, for it was said this head had 
the keys of hell, and that is somewhat true, for it 
shall certainly be admitted there. 
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The sixth head was the seat of Satan, when his 
evening sovereignty was at its highest pitch of 
strength; the eighth head is the seat of Satan during 
his morning sovereignty, his greatest glory; the 
eighth head is within the temple of Gk>d, the sixth 
never was; there was forgiveness for the sixth, but 
there is no forgiveness for the eighth. This is 
terrible. 

I again take the head of this beast as a sample of 
the whole body. A writer asserts that Rome formed 
an apostacy from the first to the second advent of 
Christ, but he admits that there was a true Christian 
Roman Emperor. Did Rome with this empieror 
apostatize from Christ ? "If ye were blind ye should 
have no sin." The great unpardonable sin of these 
people was not that they turned from the worship of 
Jupiter, Mars, or Venus, to the worship of Peter, 
Paul, and the Virgin, but that they turned from the 
truthy the genuine Gospel of Christ, to fables; they 
admitted the Gospel, but not in the love of it to retain 
it; wherefore it is written, God shall send them strong 
delusions that they should believe a lie, that they all 
might be damned, because they received not the 
Gospel in the love of it. Little keys unlock great 
treasures, small Scriptures give a clue to great ones; 
a little link connects great subjects. 

The apostle does not liken these people to the sow 
that went from one mud pool to another, but he likens 
them to the washed sow wallowing in the mud ; 
neither does he liken them to the dog that eat, but to 
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the dog that eat his own vomit; therefore I think we 
may look at these persons in three states : first, the 
heathen state ; secondly, the Christian or washed state ; 
and thirdly the apostate state ; when God sent them 
strong delusions, that they might all believe a lie, and 
be damned. 



CHAPTER VI. 



"A LITTLE MORE ALSO ABOUT THE IMAGE THAT 
NEBUCHADNEZZAR DID SEE.— Daniel ii. 

The different materials of this image are said by 
B. W. Newton to represent the different forms of 
government, the clay representing the republican, the 
lowest form of government, the power being derived 
from the people ; the gold representing monarchial, 
the highest form of government, the king receiving 
power direct from God. Napoleon is spoken of as 
descending and mingling among the people. Shortly 
after the views of this author came before me, the 
Napolean marriage cases came on for trial, which 
marriage cases sufficiently shew, that if Napoleon could 
get power from kings and queens, emperors and 
empresses, princes and princesses, he would not ask the 
suffrage of the people: therefore the clay does not mean 
either Napoleon or republican government. Can any 
writer make it plain to us, how it is that republican 
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goyernments should be so hateful to the Lord God, and 
that monarchial ones should be so acceptable ? By their 
fruits ye shall know them. When Israel asked a king 
God gave them one in his displeasure, and took him 
away in his wrath. If the fruits of kingly govern- 
ments are supposed to be good, I would direct atten- 
tion to the Babylonion court, as shown in Daniel, 
especially the first six chapters, as well as in various 
places of the Book of Chronicles, see xxxiv. 17. 

There were the spoils of all the chief cities, the 
remaining princes of the slaughtered reigning families 
of all nations and tongues, as well as the chief artisans 
of all the world, gathered to Babylon, to decorate and 
beautify that city. What was here so pleasing to 
Almighty God ? Compare this court with the court 
of Napoleon, or with the ruling powers of Switzerland, 
or with that of the President of America, and what 
is there that is so hateful ? The Scriptures throughout 
show the lowest form of government to be ecclesiastical. 
They speak of this government as rising out of the 
bottomless pit : can any one prove that a republican 
government any where is lower than this ? It is also 
asserted that the Roman kingdom, on being divided 
into ten kingdoms, were some of them strong and 
others comparatively weak. If so, which, let me ask, 
are the strong and which the weak kingdoms. And 
what can be meant by the iron kingdoms mingling 
with the kingdoms of clay? This view I cannot 
entertain, for the notion that the ten toes mean ten 
kingdoms is quite at variance with this v\&vq;v^^^^\\»\^ 
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also with the whole Bible; therefore they are greatly 
in error who say that in the days of ten kings shall 
the God of heaven set up a kingdom that shall never 
have an end, for there is not one word in the whole 
vision about ten kings or ten kingdoms. The prophet 
does not say the toes only are clay and iron, but that 
the feet and toes were of iron mixed with miry clay; 
the dream by no means represents ten distinct bodies 
of persons, and no part of the image represents two 
bodies of persons, excepting the feet and toes. This 
chapter speaks expressly of five kingdoms that 
successively bai'e rule over all the earth, the fifth 
being hidden for a long while among the four first ; 
the dream shows the development of the third chapter 
of Genesis, and is not a special representation of 
kings or of governments, but of the great bodies of 
the people, as it is expressly said, kingdoms. 

All the persons of these ^ve kingdoms will come 
under one or the other of the three following terms : — 
The Saints, or the children of God; The children of 
men, and the children of the Devil ; the children of 
the Devil being represented by the clay. 

Bishop Newton observes, " In respect to the word 
thenij Dan. xi. 39., that there is nothing to show 
what the word belongs to ;" the same observation will 
apply to the word the^ (the clay), ii. 43, there being j 
always the greatest mystery wherever the Ecclesiastics, 
the children of the Devil, are alluded to, so there is 
nothing to show to what the clay belongs, the clay 
being a new element in the image. The simple 
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meaning is, the Ecclesiastics who came up in the latter 
part of the Roman kingdom, should mingle themselves 
in the stale, the H0I7 Spirit refusing to designate 
them by any name or in such manner so that hypo- 
crites could understand, lest their freedom of action 
should be taken away; these are represented in the 
Kevelation as coming up out of the earth, but never 
out of the sea. The children of men gathered to- 
gether to build Babel, and are represented by the 
gold of the image; they are also represented by the 
silver, and also by the brass and by the iron. Amongst 
the iron came up the Ecclesiastics, the clay, the chil- 
dren of the devil ; and the children of men agreeing 
to serve the Ecclesiastics, they shall both of them be 
destroyed from off the face of the earth. 

The mingling of the iron and clay is said by some 
writers to represent the marriages of Protestant with 
Catholics, they marry, they say, but they do not 
adhere. This view I also consider to be erroneous, 
for surely if the iron and clay marry, they adhere : 
This view will also be set aside by the fact that 
Protestants are not of the fourth or Roman king- 
dom, and that is the only kingdom in the vision 
in which the iron and clay was mingled. Nothing 
more or less than what is called Roman is meant by 
the fourth kingdom, so that if Protestants are not 
Romans, they cannot be meant either by the clay or 
iron of the image ; and let it be understood that the 
entire strength is in the iron, and none at all in the 
clay ; it is by no means hinted here that the iron \^ 
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comparatively strong, or the clay comparatively weak, 
for the iron is all strength, and the clay is weakness 
itself; the clay is slimy. How then can our learned 
divines suppose that the clay means either infidelity 
or republican governments, and that that shall yet be 
established, and be the strongest government that 
ever prevailed on the earth. 

It is commonly said, that by the brass of this image 
is meant the Greeks, because they wore brass coats. 
If this is what was represented by the brass, then if 
we give consistency and uniformity to the image 
throughout, it follows that the Babylonians wore 
golden coats, and that the Modes and Persians wore 
Silver coats, and that the heathen Romans wore coats 
of iron, and that the Christian Eomans wear coats of 
clay and iron mingled. History does not inform us 
that such has been the case, and consequently I reject 
the notion. 

Verse 44th. — •* And in their days shall the God 
of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed, and the kingdom thereof shall not be left 
to other people, but it shall break in pieces and con- 
sume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for 
ever." 

I have adopted the marginal reading as being more 
to my purpose, this chapter being a part of Scripture, 
complete in itself. I look upon it as unwise to assert 
that ten kingdoms are here meant, for some authors 
who assert that these four kingdoms mean ten, would 
also have us believe that the Ancient of Days^ of the 
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venth chapter, who succeeds the fourth beast, shall 
) contemporary with, or, in the days of the ten 
)rns. It is evident, however, that the Ancient of 
ays does not sit in the days of the little horn ; 
dther can the Ancient of Days be supreme while the 
}ast himself exists. It is equally evident that the 
ngdom of God, of the second chapter, is set up in 
e days of the existence of the four kingdoms, 
lat is to say, the kingdom of God is contemporary 
ith them ; but the kingdom of God does not become 
preme on the earth, while the fourth kingdom exists, 
nd these things are very simple and plain, if we take 
e Scriptures to mean what they say, but if we 
ink that four mean ten, and successive means con- 
mporary, we are in confusion. This kingdom which 
e God of heaven should set up is denied by many, 
is like unto leaven which the woman hid in the 
eaL It can be none other than the Church of Christ, 
e kingdom of faith, of which Moses (Deut. xxx. 12) 
id Paul are agreed, '* that it is not in heaven, that 
ou shouldst say who shall fetch it down ; neither is 
beyond the sea, that thou shouldst say, who shall 
tch it over for us ; but it is nigh thee, in thy mouth, 
id in thy heart ;** and Jesus Christ agrees that this 
ngdom is within you, or among you ; and that it 
all never come with outward show, or with out- 
u*d observation, and that with respect to the king- 
im of God they shall never say, lo ! here, or lo ! 
ere. In regard to Jesus Christ himself, I may say, 
ey shall never say lo ! here, or lo ! there. How 
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then is it that it is asserted that the kingdom of 6o9 
shall come with outward show. The Scriptures 
expressly tell us that the kingdom of God is like unto 
leaven which a woman hid in the meal ; yet unin- 
spired authors expressly tell us that the kingdom of 
God is not like unto leaven which a woman hid in 
the meal. 

That the body of Christ that ascended into heaven 
in a cloud should return on the lightning wing, is as 
contrary to all Scripture as it is to all sense and 
reason : would it not dash him to pieces ; and if the 
kingdom of God was to come with the speed of 
lightning, would it not be very much shattered. A 
revelation is an exposure, or a showing of that which 
before existed, but was unknown or misunderstood. 
** The kingdom of God is among you." Now, let any 
one who is of an honest and true heart search the 
Scriptures, and there is the kingdom of God before 
him ; the heart is accepted before God rather than 
the head. There is no such Scripture as that, ** The 
kingdom of God shall come like, or with the speed 
of, lightning." They that trust in God shall never 
be moved. The kingdom of G^d shall be revealed 
from heaven, but that is very difierent to its coming 
from heaven with the speed of lightning. Suppose a 
person, who knew not Hyde Park, was placed there 
in the dark, and lightning from heaven revealed to 
him the trees and houses around him, would it be 
agreeable to truth, sense, and reason, to assert that 
the lightning brought the trees, houses, and all ^the 
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objects around him down from heaven. Again, if a 
person were put into a large room in the dark, where 
there is much treasure, and a light was afterwards 
brought which would show those treasures, would it 
be said, that the light brought the treasures into the 
room, or that the light revealed them ? That which 
makes manifest is light ; the light does not bring the 
things, but shows them : so it shall be with the king- 
dom of God. When the Lord shall send his angela 
to gather out of his kingdom things that offend, and 
those who do iniquity, and cast them into a furnace, 
what will be the effect of such an event but to reveal 
that kingdom of God which before existed? 

I cannot suppose that the angels of heaven will at 
this time be visible. It will be another Egyptian 
affair ; and of Egypt it was said, there was not a house 
where there was not one dead ; the angels went and 
slew all the first-bom. Who is prepared to tell me 
that the Egyptians saw the angels in the act of 
destroying the first-born ? So when the Lord Jesus 
shall send his angels to gather out of his kingdom 
lying teachers, and those who believe them, casting 
them into a furnace, these angels will be clothed or 
hidden in flaming fire. 

Many writers tell us, that the revelation of the 
Lord is his appearing, but there is nothing in 
Scripture to lead to such a notion. It is very common 
in hymns, and in the works of great men, for Jesus 
Christ to be represented as coming in flaming fire ta 
judge the world. But such a notion cannot be gathered 
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from the word of God. It declares, that the Lord 
Jesus shall come in the clouds of heaven, and that 
every eye shall see him, but in no case do the 
Scriptures add fire to that scene. Fire is added h; 
human, not Divine teaching. 

"TAe kingdom thereof shall not be left to other 
people,*^ Here again I adopt the marginal reading 
concerning this kingdom of God, for here is a little 
mystery wliich no modern author has taken the trouhle 
to unravel. The simple meaning is, that the ruling^ 
or governing, of this kingdom, shall not be given, or 
left to strangers. There are those who assert that the 
kingdom of heaven is given into their hands, but if 
they understood this Scripture they would know 
better, for here the king is alluded to who said, *'Lo I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world,*' 
so that the dominion of this kingdom shall not be left 
to other people. 

^^But it shall break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms f and it shall stand for ever.** In 
verse 35th, it was said the wind carried away the 
materials of these four kingdoms, so that no place was 
found for them, and here it is said the kingdom of God 
shall consume all these kingdoms; and this it shall do, 
but not in independence of its king : for king Jesus, 
the king of this kingdom, has constantly been with his 
people, the people of this fifth kingdom, and he shall 
strike the image on the feet, which are of iron and 
clay; that is, he will strike the fourth kingdom on the 
bead, namely Home, and the place thereof shall 
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become salt and brimstone, and according to the 
seventh chapter, angelic agency shall be made use of 
to give the government to the burning flame; for the 
saints have not the power to cast into the flames of 
hell; that is the work of angels. 

This angelic agency is not especially alluded to in 
tiie forty-fourth verse of the second chapter, but is 
included in the term wind^ or providence, thirty-fifth 
verse. When these kingdoms are thus broken up, 
they will be an easy prey for the people of the saints 
to consume, but these kingdoms are not to be consumed 
ifl a moment, as some writers assert. I have heard it 
said, that the stone should hit the image, and all the 
kingdoms should be destroyed in a twinkle; and 
I have also heard that the stone hit France, then 
Germany, and is now hitting Italy, but such notions 
are entirely at variance with Scripture. It must 
necessarily take many years for the saints to consume 
all these kingdoms, and to spread over the whole earth. 

** Ji? shall stand for ever J* I have read strange 
and wonderful comments upon such Scriptures as this, 
but if any person has an honest desire to understand, 
let him turn from all men, and take the simple 
testimony of the Bible. We are told that we shall 
reign on the earth for ever and ever; but this is 
unreasonable. When the Lord shall let his angels go 
and gather up lying hypocritical deceivers, and cast 
them into a furnace, there shall be universal peace, 
and the saints shall reign on the earth, but not for 
ever and ever. The saints shall reign for ever and 
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ever, but not on the earth. Hence, wherever the saints 
are said to reign on the earth, the words for ever and 
ever should be omitted, and wherever they are said to 
reign for ever and ever, the words on the earthy should 
be omitted. 

During the supremacy of the saints, the kingdom shall 
be likened unto a company of virgins, who took their 
lamps and went forth to meet the bridegroom, but some 
were wise, and some were foolish. The wise took oil 
with them; but the foolish had empty vessels; and 
they all slumbered and slept. The^ whole kingdom is 
thus represented. It shall be, ''Every man under his own 
vine, and every man under his own fig tree" (Micah 
iv. 4). " They shall not hurt nor destroy" (Isaiah xi. 
9). Paul confirms this, when he says ''Peace and 
safety" (1 Thes. v. 3). How is it, then we find the, 
learned and able writers asserting, that immediately 
preceding the advent of the Lord, nation shall be 
rising against nation, and kingdom against kingdom^ 
and that there shall be desolating judgments? According 
to these views, peace and safety means war and 
tumult; and all slumbering and sleeping would mean 
being wide-awake, destroying one another. 

We are often told that the day of the Lord shall 
come unawares upon an ungodly world; but, I ask, how 
will it come upon the ungodly parsons ? It shall come 
as a snare " upon all them that dwell on the face of 
the whole earth." It shall be when all men shall 
say " peace and safety," and they shall not escape. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

DANIEL VII. 

The yision in this chapter is an especial repre- 
sentation of the five supreme governments, that 
successively bear rule over all the earth, from 
Nebuchadnezzar till the return of the Lord Jesus in 
the clouds of heaven, about the year, a.d. 3231. I 
again observe, that governments and kingdoms are 
relative terms ; dominion must necessarily be within 
the kingdom ; it must also be within the government, 
and with the king. 

I think it will be evident to every honest-minded 
person who studies this vision, that each one of the 
first four succeeding governments is of more terrible 
importance than the one which precedes it. Thus the 
bear is of more importance, or, perhaps, I should say, 
more degenerate than the lion; the leopard more so than 
the bear ; the beast with iron teeth and brass claws 
more so than the leopard ; and this fourth beast, that 
is, the Roman or fourth universal government, that 
ruled over all the earth, is shown to be not only more 
degenerate than the leopard, but more degenerate, 
and of more terrible importance in the latter part, 
than at its beginning ; but there is no great stress 
laid upon the ten horns, representing, as they do, the 
Roman government from about a.d. 434 to 529, when 
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it was Christian. This beast was a great fighter from 
its infancy, and from 168 B.C., and afterwards he 
fought the whole earth, and stamped it with his feet. 
The Poet says, " When Greek meets Greek then 
comes the tug of war," but this beast fought the 
Greeks on both sides, and beat them all; the ten horns 
forming a connecting link between this terrible 
fighter and that still more terrible power which could 
talk very great things, and frighten and cheat all 
nations ; the dreadful fighting power being heathen 
Home, and that still more dreadful cheating power 
being Ecclesiastical Rome ; so I see hereby that if it 
is bad to fight, it is still worse to lie and cheat. 

I will endeavour to show the truth of this vision as 
plain as possible, and to do this I must lay the 
greatest stress where the vision itself lays it, namely, 
on the fourth beast, that is, the entire Roman govern- 
ment, from 168 years before Christ, until the angels 
of heaven cast it into hell fiames, a.d. 1896. As the 
persons of the five kingdoms of the second chapter 
were contemporary, so the persons of the five govern- 
ments of the seventh chapter were contemporary like- 
wise ; but as two kingdoms could not be supreme at 
the same time on the earth, so also two governments 
could not be universally supreme at the same time. 
The people out of whom these five governments are 
formed, are, first, the Babylonian, the lion ; second, 
the Medes and Persians, the bear ; third, the Greeks^ 
the leopard ; fourth, the Roman, the beast with iron teeth, 
and when this beast broke in pieces and devoured, it was 



OR, BETTER TIMES COMING. 41 

heathen ; but when it had a horn in its head, which 
spake very great things, it was Ecclesiastic, and the 
supreme Roman goyernment was directed by 
Ecclesiastics ; the fifth government, the Jews, — ^here 
designated the Ancient of Days. These five bodies 
of persons were all contemporary, but the sceptre of 
universal dominion could only be possessed by one 
body at the same time. The four first governments 
took the sceptre by superior force ; the ecclesiastical 
horn upon the beast took the sceptre by superior 
subtlety, the same as his father, the serpent, took 
dominion away from Eve. The manner in which the 
Jews take the sceptre of universal dominion will be 
found to be very different from any of the former, it 
being given to them by God himself. As an evidence 
that the people of these five governments existed in 
the days of the prophet, he manifested no anxious 
curiosity about the lion, bear, leopard, nor of the 
Ancient of Days, nor even of him who came with 
the clouds of heaven. The Romans would be the 
least known to the prophet, and he manifested the 
most intense anxiety about the Roman beast, whose 
teeth were of iron, and especially about that power 
on his head that could talk. The prophet must have 
been very well acquainted with his own people, the 
Ancient of Days, therefore he asks no question about 
them ; the Babylonians he felt, and must also have 
been well acquainted with the Medes and Persians, 
and have had some knowledge of the Greeks ; and 
from the third chapter of Daniel, and other Scriptures, 



42 MORE ON pbophect; 

it is clear that the prophet had also a knowledge of 
the Son of God ; therefore he asks no question ahont 
anj part of the vision, but of the Romans, that power 
being so much more dreadful and terrible than any 
power which either preceded or followed it. 

Here is the great mystery, for Moses and the 
prophets, Jesus Christ and the apostles, lay the 
greatest stress upon this terrible people, especially 
upon the great Ecclesiastic. This is very clear if we 
give the Scriptures their legitimate meaning. Thus 
Daniel says, *^ I beheld till the thrones were cast 
down, and the ancient of days did sit'* (verse 9). 

What thrones can be here meant? and what can be 
meant by casting them down? A popular writer on 
prophecy quotes other authorities, to prove that casting 
down thrones means placing, setting, or building 
them up, and that the people of God shall sit upon 
them; but I cannot understand how casting down 
thrones can be setting them up, and I take this 
Scripture, like all other, to mean what it says. Thus it 
does not say that the Ancient of Days sat upon the 
thrones that were cast down. The Ancient of Days 
shall sit on thrones, but not on those thrones that are 
upset. The thrones that are cast down, must necessarily 
be the thrones of the preceding Gentile powers, for 
the ten horns are said to be ten kings, and these ten 
kings no doubt sat on thrones; and the sitting of the 
Ancient of Days cannot be contemporary with the 
beast, nor yet with his horns. I think the order of 
the vision is very clear to all who wish to understand 
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it. The revelation shows that the beast shall be 
given to the burning flame, before the Ancient of 
Days shall sit: so here the vision begins at Babylon, 
goes through Media-Persia, and Greece, heathen 
Rome, and ecclesiastical Rome» then to Jerusalem. 
In the 11th verse, Daniel takes a retrospective view: 
he beheld then because, or as I shall read it, he beheld 
the consequence of the great words which the horn 
spake; he beheld till the beast was slain, hisbodj was 
destroyed, and given to the burning flame; the lordly 
Roman shall certainly go into hell flames, before the 
Jews shall sit. The proper application of the 12th 
verse is, after the sitting of the Jews; "As concern- 
ing the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion 
taken away; yet their lives were prolonged for a 
season and time/' It may be said, that the dominion 
of Babylonia, Media-Persia, and Greece, are already 
taken away. That I will not deny, but still, I say, the 
proper application is after the Roman government 
goes down into hell, after the sitting of the Jews. 

The sitting of the Jews, means resting; but this is 
not their eternal rest. They shall rest here 1335 years, 
and all the nations that come up to sacrifice at Jeru- 
salem, during these years, shall be blessed, and those 
that come not up shall be accursed, they shall have no 
rain, and if Egypt come not up, having no rain, it 
shall have the plague; and at the end of these years 
Jesus Christ shall be seen in the clouds of heaven; 
and the Ancient of Days, as well as the Modern of 
Days, shall be caught up in the air, to meet him. That 
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day shall come as a snare upon all them that dwell on 
the face of the whole earth. 

To him who came with the clouds, there was given 
dominion and glory^ and a kingdom which shaU 
never be destroyed. It is not said that dominion was 
taken away from the Ancient of Days; the Ancient 
of Days is the bride. He that came with the clouds, 
is the bridegroom. But, observe, the Ancient of 
Days took the dominion, not only of the fourth beast, 
but of all the beasts (see verses 26 h 27). 

^^ These great beasts which are four^ are four 
kingSf which shall arise out of the earth** (verse 
17th). No other kings but these four shall ever have 
universal dominion, excepting the Jews, the Ancient 
of Days, and they must be heavenly, compared with 
the four; the four are all fighting kings. The fourth, 
in the latter part of his reign, put on scarlet and 
purple, and fine linen, and sat down and had sump* 
tuous fare every day. Those who wish to understand 
prophecy, would do well to notice the position of 
persons. The four kings arise out of the earth. No 
fighting king, or power, is said to arise out of the 
bottomless pit, or out of perdition ; no Jew, no heathen, 
no Mahomedan, no Infidel, are ever alluded to, as 
arising out of perdition. They are Christians, 
[Romish] Ecclesiastics, whom the Scriptures have 
in view, when they speak of rising out of the 
bottomless pit; it was owing to the Ecclesiastics 
that the fourth beast was revived, therefore, the beast 
himself is spoken of, as arising out of the bottomless 
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pit. The [Popish] Ecclesiastics; together with the 
beast, shall for ever dwell in eternal flame, because of 
the great words which the Ecclesiastical horn spake. 

Verse 21. — "/ beheld, and the same (EcclesiaS' 
iicalj horn made war with the saints, " 

This war is not a fighting, stamping war, such as a 
military beast would make, but such a war as the 
learned [Romish] Ecclesiastics would make, when 
they have the civil power to do their dirty work for 
them, for the horn makes this war sitting, speaking, 
and prevailing against them. The horn prevailed 
againt the saints, until the Jews (the Ancient of 
Days) came. What is meant by the coming of the 
Jews is a question I cannot answer with satisfaction 
to my own mind. If we would understand prophecy, 
we must pay attention to the position of persons 
who are the subjects of prophecy. The coming of 
the Jews does not mean the sitting of the Jews, no 
more than the man of sin, the son of perdition, 
sitting in the temple of God, means a military cam- 
paign. The horn prevailed against the saints until 
the Jews came. To fulfil this Scripture, is it neces- 
sary that the coming of the Jews should precede the 
extinction of the speaking horn? If so, the coming 
of the Jews must be before the the year 1866 is 
ended; for about that time I look for the extinction 
of the little horn; but the Jews shall not sit, until 
the beast is given to the burning fiame in 1896, for 
that is about the time when the saints shall possess 
the kingdom. I am not particular about half a 
hebdomad as regards the time. 
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** And judgment teas given to the iaints of the 
most high," 

I have to ask what is the meaning of this Scripture. 
Can it mean that the saints shall be avenged ? If so, 
it is the destruotion of the little horn, for that is 
called an avenging of the holy apostles and prophets 
(Rev. xviii. 20). ** And in it was found not only the 
blood of prophets and saints, but of all that were 
slain upon the earth," but I do not think that is the 
meaning of this Scripture, but that their under- 
standing, their judgmentf shall be enlightened, so that 
they may be capable of judging, and possessing the 
dominion of the whole earth. 

'' And the time came that the taints possessed the 
kingdom," 

This is an unmistakeable evidence that the coming 
of the Jews, the Ancient of Days, was before the 
coming of the time when the (modern) saints possessed 
the kingdom. 

From the 25th verso I gather that the little horn 
shall have dominion over the saints, over timet and 
laws, until ^^ a time, and times, and the dividing of 
time,** I wish it to be particularly noticed, that the 
times here given belong especially to the little horn 
upon the beast, and not to the beast himself ; the 
forty-two months (Rev. xiii. 5,) belong also to the 
mouth, and not to the beast, so there can be no doubt 
but the little horn, the Ecclesiastic, the Pope, will 
perish before the boast is given to the burning flame. 
As there shall be a space of thirty years between the 
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destmction of the horn and the destruction of the 
beast, so there must be a space of thirty years between 
the coming of the Jews and their sitting at rest ; then 
the kingdom of heaven shall be made ap of ancient 
and modem, that is, of Jews and Gentiles ; and if I 
can jadge by the parable of the ten virgins, there 
will be half of them wise and half foolish, and will 
all slumber and sleep ; although I have heard that 
only the foolish virgins would slumber and sleep. 

* Verse 26th. ** But the judgment shall sit, and 
they shall take away his dominion, to consume and 
to destroy it unto the end." 

The judgment that here sits does not take away 
the horn nor yet the beast, neither can they stop his 
month. I read in a pamphlet the other day that infi- 
delity and !Romanism were on the increase, and yet 
the author thought these powers were to be destroyt;d 
by Christ's ministerial breath. 

I suppose the doings of Robespierre, Carrier, and 
Napoleon is what some writers on prophecy suppose 
to be the sitting of the judgment on the beast, but I 
cannot think that the Scriptures would call that a 
sitting of the judgment Would any one in the 
exercise of his reason say, France is sitting. Now I 
gather from Scripture, independent of history, that 
France has been in a state of agitation for the last 
seventy years, and if a state or nation is in a ferment, 
can the people therein be sitting, resting, and at peace, 
judging? What then is meant by the judgment 
shall siif If we look at the people of God from the 
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fall we cannot say there was a time when they were 
sitting. The time of peace in the time of Solomon 
was, comparatively, no peace, by reason of its being 
so soon broken up. The judgment shall sit^ simply 
means that the children of God shall rest, and shall 
do justice and judgment over the face of the #hole 
earth, and they shall sit and rest for ever, notwith- 
standing the 38th and 39th chapters of Ezekiel will 
not then have been fulfilled : the events of these two 
chapters shall disturb but not break up the sitting and 
resting of the children of God. When the Son of 
Man comes in the clouds of heaven, they shall rise 
and meet him, but even that event shall not break up 
their resting. 

'* They shall take away his dominion to consume 
and to destroy it unto the end^^ 

'* When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his 
goods are in peace ; but when ^ a stronger than he 
shall come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh 
from him all his armour wherein he trusted, and 
divideth his spoils." The strongest of all men upon 
the earth is the Ro-Man, but there is one who came 
from the manger stronger than he. Now it seems to 
me that the children of God shall spoil the strong 
man's house, but they cannot bind the strong man, 
nor stop his mouth, if, indeed, they can take away 
his armour. It is the king from out the manger that 
will stop his mouth (Matt, xxii, 12) ; and then his 
servants, whose dwelling is not with flesh, shall bind 
the body, and give it to the burning flame ; then shall 
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saints, the children of God, spoil his house, and 
) awaj his dominion, that is, his kingdom, to con- 
le, and to destroy it unto the end. In that day 
*e shall not only be appleyards and vineyards, and 
eyards, that ye planted not, but there shall be 
lasteries and nunneries that ye builded not, neither 
ye endow. There shall also be wives that ye 
rted not, and these shall, in sevens, lay hold of 
man of the children of God, agreeing to supply 
nselves with food and apparel, only that his name 
^ be given them to hide their shame (Isaiah iv. 1). 
I why should they not supply themselves and hus- 
Is with lodgings, unless they are ashamed to live 
unneries, for surely the government of that day 
not be so covetous as to take away the nunnery 
)erty, as in the days of our Henry the Eighth ; 
I do not judge Henry to have been a saint of the 
t High, notwithstanding the title *' Defender of 
Faith" was given him by one who is said to have 
er in heaven^ earth, and helL 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

DANIEL VIII. 

As the first vision had a special reference to king- 
doms, without the time been given, excepting the 
latter days, and without persons being named, 
excepting the saints, and the king Nebuchadnezzar 
himself, and also without any name of places or 
localities, the second vision has especial reference 
to governments without their time being given, 
excepting the time of the little horn, and without the 
names of persons, excepting the Ancient of Daps, 
the saints, and the Son of Man, and entirely 
without the name of places or localities. So this 
third vision has more especial reference to kings, 
times, persons, and places, than the two preceding 
visions, always observing the greatest mystery about 
the fourth universal supreme kingdom, government, 
and king, and their time, person, or persons, places, 
or localities : the fourth or Roman power is therefore 
the great main subject of mysterious, symbolical, and 
parabolical prophecy, throughout the whole Bible, 
from Genesis to the end of the Revelation. 

The Holy Spirit describes his posture, first fighting, 
then sitting, his countenance fierce and stout looking, 
his clothing not a wedding garment, but scarlet purple. 
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and fine linen ; his fare is also described as sumptuous 
every day, but the Holy Spirit utterly refuses to 
mention his real name, real time, name of place, 
locality, or point of the compass, or his God, or his 
religion; neither does any Scripture mention, plain and 
direct, the kingdom, government, king, time, persons, 
and places, that precede, or are contemporary with, or 
that succeed the Roman; whether they are Jews, 
Greeks, or any other Gentiles; this perhaps being an 
exception; ^' The kingdom of God shall be taken from 
pou (the Jews), and given to a nation bringing forth 
the fruit thereof (Matt, xxi, 43). The you, the Jews, 
is direct enough, but the Roman nation was so much 
hidden among all the nations of the world, that I 
reluctantly admit this an exception; so clear as this is, 
the grand mystery has never been divulged thereby, 
60 that the wise and prudent could understand it. I 
am desirous that all Scripture should have its proper, 
legitimate meaning given. The Holy Spirit never 
applies any doctrinal Scriptures or promises direct to 
the Romans; consequently, if the Romans claim the 
promises to themselves, they do it without any 
authority but their own, for what Scripture can 
be brought in their favour. But I shall refer to this in 
another place. 

Verse twenty-sixth, "Shut thou up the vision.** 
From these words I gather, that this vision, as regards 
the time, could not be understood without a farther 
revelation, which we find in the Revelation xvii. 12. 
The ten horns are independent one hour, which hour 
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being added to the evening and morning of this 
vision, allowing also a proper time for the establishing 
of the morning, or the rising of the craftj king, 
we have the complete time of this vision; the vision 
commencing with something concerning the daily 
sacrifice. The daily sacrifice, in every place where it 
occurs in these prophecies, means that which the Jews 
offered according to the law of Moses. 

Some writers would have us commence the vision at 
the leading forth of Xerxes' army; but what had 
Xerxes to do with the daily sacrifice? Others, again, 
endeavour to prove that the time of the vision 
commenced in the third year of Belshazzar; but what 
had the third year of Belshazzar to do with the daily 
sacrifice? ^^ Shut thou up the vision*^ These words 
ought to have been enough for all honest and thoughtful 
persons to have understood that the duration of the 
vision could not be gathered from the vision itself. 

The prophet was not told to shut the two former 
visions, but the vision which he had in the third year 
of Cyrus was to be shut, until the time of the end 
(1789). I suppose the vision of this eighth chapter 
may be considered the most mysterious of all Daniel's 
visions, but as the time is given, evening and morning, 
and by discovering a break in the time, it has in a 
great measure been the means of leading me to all the 
conclusions I have come to. 

Most of the terms in the vision have more 
mystery and dark allusion than the other visions 
generally. This vision is of the evening and the 
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morning, bnt what evening and mornings there is 
nothing definite to show. It may be gathered, however, 
from the question and answer (thirteenth and four- 
teenth verses), ^^How long shall be the vision 
concerning the daily sacrifice (that is the evening), 
and the transgression of desolation (that is the 
morning) ; to give both the sanctuary (that is the 
evening) and the host to be trodden underfoot (that 
is the morning)." Answer; ^^ It shall be unto two 
thousand three hundred (margin) evening morniftg,** 
The sanctuary was cast down in the evening, the host 
was trodden down in the morning; the vision of the 
morning is the same as to time, as the little horn of 
the seventh chapter; consequently, this little horn 
began to be crafty, when that horn began to talk; 
and as that horn could talk for a time, times, and the 
dividing of time, or 1260, so this horn will be crafty 
daring the same period, that horn never ceasing to 
talk daring its existence, this horn never ceasing 
to be crafty. This view will entirely exclude 
the notion of some of our wise men, that Napoleon 
shall be either pope or emperor of Rome. 

The crowning of the first Napoleon king of Italy* 
did not alter Rome, and whatever alterations there 
may be henceforth, Rome will continue to be both 
ecclesiastical and crafty, as long as it is above 
ground; the indignation lay more against the liar than 
the fighter. The fourth beast of the seventh chapter 
was *^ strong exceedingly;^^ so this horn *^ waxed 
exceeding great J* 
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How then can this horn be the Mahoniedan power? 
Did Mahomed exceed the Roman? Did Mahomed 
ever send out a decree that all the world should be 
taxed ? " And every one went unto his own city to 
be taxed (Luke ii. 1, 3). Did Mahomed take away 
the daily sacrifice? Was it not taken away more 
than five centuries before Mahomed was born? As 
this little horn exceeded Mahomed in its dominion, 
so it exceeded the Mohamedan power in the length of 
its duration. The Mohamedan is not thirteen centuries 
old, but this little horn is more than twenty-six 
centuries. Am I to believe the Holy Spirit would 
call the Mohamedan an exceeding great power, when 
the Roman so far exceeded it in greatness? 

I believe the Scriptures to mean what they say. 
There has been a great deal written about the Roman 
power in the east, and in the west. I see no such 
division in the Scriptures, therefore, I think Rome 
was never in Constantinople, or in the east, but always 
in Italy, where it is now, and those who would make 
two such Roman powers will do violence to thia vision. 

Some speak of this little horn as being a foreign 
graft upon the goat, but the vision says nothing about 
the little horn being grafted on the kingdom of the 
goat. The little horn was a new power, and took the 
whole dominion from the goat, and as there are 
but four supreme Gentile powers, the Roman is 
decidedly meant by the little horn. Besides, every thing 
that the vision says was done by the little horn, has 
been done by Rome, and a thousand such powers 
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cannot do those deeds over again. The little horn took 
away the daily sacrifice (verse eleven), and that shall 
never be done again; neither can I conceive that the 
Boman Empire in the east took away the daily 
sacrifice, but the Romans in the west. 

The little horn exalted itself against the Prince of 
the host of heaven (Jesus Christ). That was also done 
by Borne of the west, for Rome crucified the Lord 
Jesus; and that shall never be done again. 

The seat of this little horn that waxed so great 
cannot be in the south nor in the east, nor in the 
pleasant land (Jerusalem), for if any of these places 
was the seat of this power, it would be like saying, 
Borne shall wax great towards Rome, or that Rome 
fihall be great at Rome, Therefore, there is only the 
north and west left open for the seat of this little 
power that waxed so great, and that the north 
cannot be the seat of this crafty king is evident, for in 
the eleventh chapter, fortieth verse, the king of the 
north is said to come against the marvellous and crafty 
king; so there is only the west left open for the seat of 
this subtle little horn; and as Rome and the west is 
the place the Holy Spirit carefully avoids mentioning^ 
when he speaks of this mighty and subtle horn, there 
to a certainty is his home and resting-place, where the 
serpent lurks. 

The prophet, in the vision of the seventh chapter^ 
made a second enquiry about the fourth beast, and he 
was especially informed about the horn that could 
talk; so in this vision, when he sought for the meaning. 
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Gabriel was desired to make the prophet understand 
the vision, and upon that the angel came to the prophet 
and said, ^*Bekold, I will make thee know what shall 
be in the last end of the indignation;*' that is, 
the indignation which commenced ▲.D. 606; and will 
end about 1866; but the angel did not explain an atom 
of the doings of the powers preceding the year 606; 
the angel took Daniel, as it were, by the hand, and led 
him on to the main line of prophecy, which, as I 
before said, began at Babylon, and ran through Media- 
Persia, and Greece, ending in hell flames at Rome; 
he put the prophet on the line of prophecy in Media- 
Persia, B.C. 538, and led him on to Alexander the 
Great, king of Grecia, 331; and the kingdom of 
Alexander being divided into four kingdoms, and in 
the latter time of their supremacy, B.C. 168, passing 
by the doings of the little horn, when it was a fighter 
(verses, from 9 — 12), until it practised and prospered, 
or was crafty. ^^TFhen the transgressors are come to 
the full, (606) a king of fierce countenance^ (stout 
looking,) and understanding dark sentences, shall 
stand up, and his power shall be mighty, but not by 
his own power (he shall make use of the civil 
power), and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall 
prosper and practice, and shall destroy the mighty 
and holy people; and through his policy also he shall 
cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall 
magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall 
destroy many; he shall also stand up against the 
Prince of princes, but he shall be broken without hand 
(verses 20 — 25). 
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Kot one atom of this will be applied, bj anj person 
in his right senses, either to Mahomed, or to any 
military king* It will apply to the Roman Pontiff, and 
to no other person ; it belongs to the most mysterious 
person time, and place. 

As I know of no instance where the heathen 
are called the host of heaven; so I cannot believe 
that by stars (verse 10) is meant heathen princes. 
If such is the case, it was nothing new for the little 
horn to east down some of the hosts, and of the stars, 
and 8t«np upon them, for both the ram and the goat did 
that^ and no notice is taken of it; only the little horn 
is spoken of as casting down some of the host of heaven. 

Those who wish to understand the vision, should 
look well to the chronological order of it. All the 
doings of the little horn are, in a manner, given in 
one view. I do not wish to contend that the host of 
heaven has no reference to Christians. But if we 
look to the doings of the horn, in the order of time, 
we must limit the host of heaven to the house of 
IsraeL But the mighty and the holy people must 
necessarily be Christians. Supposing this mighty little 
Roman horn was born 750 years before Christ, '< it waxed 
exceeding great towards the south, and toward the 
eastf and toward the pleasant land" and overcame 
all the powers of the world, 168 before Christ. 
** And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven, and 
it cast cast down some of the host (Jewish nation), and 
of the stars (ministers of religion), to the ground, and 
stamped upon them. Yea, he magnified himself, even 
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to the prince of the host^ and crucified him (a.d. 33). 
And by him, the daily sacrifice was taken away, and 
the place of his sanctuary was cast down (a.d. 70). 
And (margin) the host was given over for the trans- 
gression against the daily sacrifice. And after this, 
it cast down the (Gospel) truth to the ground, until 
about 434, and it practised, and prospered, from 529 
until about 1789. 

Time, I consider, wherever it is mentioned in 
these prophecies, to be mysterious, and not literal, as 
some assert. The number, 2,300, is the time in which 
the devil has the lordship over the children of Grod, 
both Jew and Christian. And if we date the time 
from the first year of Nebuchadnezzar, and add one 
hour; that is, the 24th part of this evening and 
morning, between a.d. 434 and 529, we are brought 
down to 1789. And then, about seventy-seven years 
from that time, I look for the voice of the Prince of 
princes, to destroy the fierce-looking king. Then 
shall the sanctuary of Jerusalem be cleansed. 

Places. I shall have to refer to the points of the 
compass, when considering the eleventh chapter. I 
think the places in this vision shew the mystery of 
the place and persons of the little horn. 

I do not consider the prophet was literally in the 
province of Elam ; but Shushan in the palace, in the 
province of Elam, or the river Ulai, is the seat of the 
conmiencement of the vision, but not of the time. 
Here the ram began his pushing westward, and 
northward, and southward^ but the time had commenced 
long before. 



OR, BETTER TIMES COMING. 69 

' NoWy let me ask what has Jerusalem to do with 
these points or places? 

An he-goat came from the west, and he had a 
notable horn between his eyes. By this horn is 
meant the king Alexander. By the goat, the Greek 
power upon which he came. The first Greek king 
being broken, four stood up for him, toward the four 
winds of heaven; so that the next or Roman horn is 
shewn to rise somewhere in the four winds of heaven. 
The Spirit mentions no place nearer the Roman 
power, than Alexander coming from the west; as 
r^ards the points of the compass in this vision. The 
mysterious, or Roman power, is said (Rev. ix. 1^ 2) 
to fall from heaven ; other Scriptures speak of it as 
rising out of the bottomless pit, and others out of the 
earth; so that we may easily guess this power should 
be somewhere upon the earth, above hell, and below 
heaven, exerting itself for the damnation of souls. 
How say some, that Jerusalem is the place which the 
Scriptures constantly refer to, as the place of the son 
of perdition? While to mention the chapter and verse 
where it is once so said, would puzzle the ablest 
commentator. Besides the points of the compass, 
here are mentioned Media-Persia and Greece ; but 
the Spirit mentions no names of places nearer Rome 
than Greece. 

Persons. The first persons who are the subject of 
this vision, as explained by the angel, are the kings of 
Media-Persia, and Greece, verses 20, 21. The angel 
does not explain the persons of the four Greek king- 
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doms that immediately precede the Roman power; for 
the Spirit only speaks in mTBterioos allasions of either 
persons, places, or times, that have any connexion 
with the Romans. This omission is remarkable, 
seeing that the Roman is a great power on the earth. 

The angel said he would make Daniel understand 
what should be in the last end of the indignation* So 
he passed rapidly on to 606, a.d., when a Jierd 
countenanced king should stand up over the full trans- 
gressors. And who can this fierce'looking king be^ 
but the Roman king, when he became an Ecclesiastic? 

Most writers upon the subject regard the stout- 
looking king of the 7th chapter to be the Roman 
pontiff, but deny that this fierce-countenance king is 
the same. There he is described among ten more kings, 
fbd there he looks more stout than his fellows; here 
he is described by himself, of a fierce countenance. 
How is it that we are informed by great writers that 
these two different yiews cannot be of one and the 
same person? There it is said, three of the horns 
were plucked up before Mm. He did not do it him- 
self, for he does no dirty work; but has a servant to 
do it for him. In this chapter he is said to be mighty, 
but not by his own power; he gets some one else to 
do his work for him. He is a great gentleman. 
Charlemagne was a servant to this king, so was 
Charles the IX., and so was Napoleon, and many 
others. 

By the koly people (24 th verse), is especially meant 
the Christians; by the Prince of princes (25th verse), 
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is meant Jesus Christ in heaven; by the host of 
heaven (10th verse), is meant the Jews; the horn 
cast down some of that host; and if the Lord had not 
left them a seed, they had been made like unto Sodom. 
By the Prince of the Host is meant Jesus Christ on 
earth; by the host (11th verse), is meant the Chris- 
tians; by the saint that spoke, and the saint that 
answered him, and the appearance of a man, and 
Gabriel (verses 13 — 16), undoubtedly are meant 
angels, for saints are in several other Scriptures 
called angels, and angels saints, as in Jude, 14th 
yerse. ^^ The Lord cometh with ten thousand of His 
paints;" angels, no doubt, being here meant. I make 
this last observation, because of the fancies I have read 
in the writings of many. These angels were well 
initiated in the mysteries of the kingdom of God* One 
asked a mysterious question, and another answered it 
as mysteriously: this was done in the hearing of the 
prophet, that it might be written for our instruction 
and warning, upon whom the ends of the world are 
come. This vision has never taken away the freedom 
of action of the Romans, who are the principal sub- 
jects of the prophecy; they have received this word 
by the ministry of angels, and have cast it aside; and 
there is nothing for them to look forward to but 
viBngeance. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

DANIEL X. XL XIL 

" In the third year of CyruSy hing of Persia^ a 
thing was revealed unto Daniel,*' — Daniel x. 1. 

This last vision of the prophet Daniel, consisting 
of the three last chapters, is very different from any 
of the former, although it has the same events, times^ 
persons, and places, in view. The three first visions 
are hierogljphical, this last is literal; but the Holy 
Spirit has shewn equal care in this as in the former, 
not to divulge the real names of time, persons, or 
places, either of the Romans, or those who stand in 
immediate connexion with them. '^ The gifts and 
calling of God are without repentance." God has 
never called the Romans by name or by place, con- 
sequently they are not held in everlasting remem-* 
brance, but the name and place must cease from under 
heaven. I shall take but little notice of this 10th 
chapter, excepting the 14th verse. " I am come to 
make thee understand what shall be/all thy people in 
the latter days; for yet the vision is for many days^^ 

Is it not astounding that we are told, in these days 
of light and knowledge, that the great trouble of the 
Jews and Jerusalem is still future; that there is to be 
such a time of trouble at Jerusalem as never was; 
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notwithstanding all Scripture and history show us it 
is past, and that Jerusalem has been trodden down for 
eighteen centuries. We read in a work, entitled 
" Apocalyptic Sketches," as follows : — 

^^ Sound thoughts on prophecy would seem to me 
to be especially useful in the day in which our lot is 
cast; Mr. Faber, Mr. Elliott, Dr. McNeile, Mr. Bick- 
ersteith, the most eminent of those who have directed 
their attention to the subject, believe that we are on 
the verge of the last days, nor do appearances -con- 
tradict their views." 

What can the author mean by the words, * verge of 
the last days?' Does he mean to tell us we are not 
already advanced eighteen hundred and sixty years 
into the last days? Surely he has read this Scripture, 
" God, who at sundry times and in divers manners, 
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
h(Uh in these last days spoken unto us by his Son." — 
Heb. i. 1, 2. From it we learn that the last days had 
then commenced. Did not that which was to befall 
the Jews, befall them within forty years from the time 
the Son of God spake to them? Did not that happen 
which was to occur in those days when Shiloh came? 
(G^n. xlix. 10). Did not strangers gather unto Shiloh, 
and were not the children of the kingdom cast out ? 
Was not Jerusalem burnt, and the people sold? 
Shall such a thing happen again? Has not all that 
been fulfilled which was to befall Israel in the last 
days ? " For yet the vision is for many days." Many 
things are yet to be fulfilled; but that which was to 
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befall the Jews is past, and their pilgrimage nearly at 
an end. 

The prophet would have understood, from his former 
visions, and from the Scriptures, that from the coming 
of Shiloh the last days would commence; therefore 
this vision does not declare when the last dajs should 
begin, it being already understood bj hmi'y for yet 
the vision is for many day^ — ^manj centuries to 
come. 

'' And a mighty king shall stand up^ that shall 
rule with great dominion, and do according to his 
willJ* — xi. 3. 

By this mighty king is meant Alexander the Great, 
as is generally agreed by commentators, and that 
kingdom of the Greeks, set up by Alexander, being 
divided toward the four winds of heaven, as described 
in the next verse, and then the 5th verse, beginning 
a new paragraph, holding the same powers in view, 
namely the two leading kingdoms of the Greeks, here 
called south and north, that is, Egypt and Syria; 
neither are there any other people alluded to, until the 
30th verse, but those of these two leading kingdoms, 
the Jews excepted, who were of course tributary to 
one or the other of these two kingdoms until they 
submitted to the Romans. Some writers speak of the 
freedom of the Jews, and of the mighty acts of the 
Maccabean heroes; but their freedom was no more 
than the freedom of a slave, who having two mas- 
ters, and they falling out, each of them gives the 
slave liberty, upon condition that he shall help his 
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'master to fight his enemy; bat as soon as the mas- 
ters come to terms he is again a bond-serTant. Sorry 
freedom this. 

It is a long paragraph from the fifth to the twenty- 
ninth verse, bat they will do manifest yiolence to it 
who introduce a French king in the 20th verse. All 
the prophecies have reference to the leading powers 
in the world for the time to which they belong ; 
neither do the prophecies pass by great events to 
speak of minor ones. I suppose it will be clear to 
every simple and honest-minded person, that this para- 
graph refers to the two principal powers of the Greek 
kingdom, and I think it is equally clear to such that 
a new power is brought in in the 30th verse. It is 
also clear, that the power that comes on to the scene 
in the 30th verse is a mysterious power, it is the most 
mysterious power alluded to in the Scripture, there- 
fore it is the Roman power. The Holy Spirit is very 
careful not to divulge the name, time, or place of this 
power, nor even the point of the compass. The points 
of the compass in this vision do not cease to be men- 
tioned only with the Greek kingdom, 168 years before 
Christ, and begin again with ^^ the time of the end** 
(40th verse, 1789), for then the great mystery began 
to be finished. The time of the end may, in a manner, 
be called a new era, that is, the down hill career of 
the fourth and last supreme Gentile power ; and if 
the simple student of prophecy would but observe, that 
there are but four supreme Gentile kingdoms which 
bear rule over all the earth, he would not believe that 

p 
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the son of perdition i» still fatare, or that the king of the 
south, or the king of the north in the 40th Terse is the 
son of perdition. As the great mysterious power is 
brought in, in the dOth yerse, so thereis a double mystery 
about this power, when the **'king " shall do accordiog 
to his will, in verse 36; and this double mystery, as I 
shall call it, goes on in the 37th, 38th, and 39th verses, 
and then in the 40th verse the king of the south elbows 
this power, and the king of the north comes against the 
doubly mysterious power : this mysterious power is 
Roman power. Instead of there being a vacuum of 
2000 years in this part of the vision, as some authors 
assert, it gives an account of the leading events during 
that 2000 years, and in regular chronological order, 
and these events the most wonderful that have 
happened since the creation. 

In respect to this part of the vision, Birks says, 
'^The sole difficulty in tracing any part of this pre- 
diction, arises from the loss of many ancient histories.'' 
If Birks is right here, how is it that it can be under- 
stood without consulting the histories that are not 
lost ? I find " the ships of Chittim " (30th verse, 
see margin) fulfilled cir. 168. Some assert that by 
ships of Chittim is meant English ships, under Lord 
Nelson, in the Bay of Aboukir. It is a little too much 
for to believe that Lord Nelson was in the Bay of 
Aboukir 168 years before the circumcision of Christ 

The mysterious or Boman power that is introduced 
m tho 30th verse, is alone, and without a rival, until 
the 40th verse. Was Napoleon in the world without 
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a rival ? The mysterious power is shewn in the 31st 
verse to have a fighting power in its service. Arms 
sJkali stand an kis part. This same supreme power 
(for the Spirit alludes to supreme powers) is, in the 
d4th and Sjlth verses, Ghristian,^ and in the four 
following verses^ the king of this mysterious and yet 
oniversally supreme power is entirely an Ecclesiastic, 
and by no means a fighter, but a deceiver ; and the 
sapreme rulers over many are Ecclesiastics ; neither 
is there a hint of any military exploits at all in these 
verses ; neither is there anything to show that this 
great Ecclesiastic ever again becomes a military mau, 
but as an Ecclesiastic he will go into eternal woe. 
" They shall pollute the sanctuary of strength,^* 
How is it that learned authors apply this to Antiochus ? 
Antiochus polluted the temple for two or three years, 
bat the Romans brought upon it eighteen centuries of 
desolation. Is it worthy of the Holy Spirit of pro* 
phecy to record the profanation of the temple by 
Antiochus, and forget eighteen centuries desolation by 
the Romans ? I cannot believe that Antiochus deso- 
laied the temple and city of the Jews. I cannot 
believe that the Greeks ever placed the abomination of 
desakUion. I cannot believe that the Greeks ever did 
or ever shall place the abomination that astonisheth 
or maketh desolate. Should we not look at the vision 
in its own light, as we should all the other visions, 
and in the light of all other Scriptures ? 

The angel told Daniel he was come to make him 
understand what should befal his people (the Jews J 
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in the latter days, Antiochus lived 168 years before 
the latter days began. Writers that refer this deso- 
lation to Antiochus, tell us we are now upon the eve of 
the latter days. I deny that this vision speaks of 
anything that was to befal the Jews in the latter days^ 
but what is recorded in the 31st verse, that is, the 
destruction of their temple and city, and themselves 
being sold as slaves among all nations. 

" They shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, 
and shall' take away the daily sacrifice (a.d. 70), and 
they shall place the abomination that astonishethf 
or at which the whole world shall wonder (a.d. 606). 
Do I do violence to this Scripture? The Jews, at 
the destruction of their city, were broken, and cast 
aside, until the times of the Grentiles are fulfilled, and 
were no longer God's people, but a remnant. The 
leading power that is, is held in view throughout the 
vision, and that church of God for the time being is 
also held in view. And as the Jewish church ceased 
with Jerusalem, so will the Gentile church cease to 
be supreme, when Rome goes down into hell. The 
events of the 32nd and three following verses, follow 
the year a.d. 70, and precede that of 606. 

The 36th to the 89th verse, is a description of. the 
abomination of desolation, or of the full transgressors, 
from 606 to 1789, for whom there is no forgiveness, 
not in this world, nor in that which is to come. 
God's last indignation is by no means against the 
Jews. And here, I suppose, I am against all 
authorities who have written on the subject. I 
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believe, however, that Scripture is on my side, and 
therefore I must abo have all history. 
. I do not think it necessary to speak of every term 
made use of in these four verses. These prophecies 
are not prophecies of things up in heaven, nor yet of 
things in the sea, but of things that take place, and 
are carried out by the principal powers upon earth. 
They are prophecies of things in thy mouth, and in 
thy heart, on thy right, and on thy left, behind, and 
before thee. Jerusalem was desolated by the Romans, 
and by none else, since the time of Daniel, and never 
riiall be again desolated. 

The king shall do according to his will. The 
king here is given in the singular number; it is the 
Roman pontiffs from 606 until 1866. It is not said 
that this king is a man of arms; his own support is 
that of craft, and he causes craft to prosper in his 
hand. He is purely an Ecclesiastic; he destroys 
wonderfully, but not by his own power. Arms or 
state power stand on his part. These arms are some- 
what foreign and independent. That which precedes, 
and that which follows *' the king, shall do according 
to his willy* shews this king's wilful doings to be 
very different from the mighty king (Alexander) of 
the third verse. For no soomer did he stand up, than 
his kingdom was broken. Not so the Roman power; 
for the great and grand deception, the most mysterious, 
and most marvellous things, are done by this power, 
after the king does according to his will. It should 
not be forgotten that there was no restriction to the 
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will of the Roman power, when it was military; for it 
'taxed the whole world, even before it cast down the 
sanctuarj of Jerusalem, and there was not even a 
voice against it. 

'* The king shall do according to his wHl,** has 
something in it more marvellous than all that ever 
preceded it. He is bj no means shewn to be a 
military king, after he is said to do according to his 
will. It is an evidence of a new feature, in this un- 
broken fourth power, that came on to the world's 
stage 168 years b.<3. None of the beasts representing 
the powers of the world before 606 A.D., are said to 
talk, after that the greatest stress is laid upon the 
voice. This king can talk, but he never performs 
any military exploit, and never soils his own hands. 
^ He shall speak marvellous things against the God 
of gods.*' 

'* Me shall prosper in speaking marvellous things 
till the indignation be accomplished^ for that that is 
determined shall be done,*' This king continues to 
be a speaker; that is an Ecclesiastic, not a fighter, 
until God's indignation ends with him in hell flames. 
Here is a long catalogue of crimes, laid to the charge 
of lying, false, hypocritical men. This indignation is 
said by most writers to be against the ancient people, 
the Jews. But, can any who holds such a view, give 
a reason for it. It appears a perversion of all justice^ 
as well as of all Scripture, and common sense, that the 
Jews should suffer for the sins of the Gentiles, with 
whom the Jews have had nothing to do. If God m 
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angrj with the Jews, why not smite them, and blot 
out their name from under heaven? If God is angry 
with the Jews, why do these same writers tell us that 
God will soon gather them to their own land? Surelj 
it is not because he is still angry with them. If we 
will consult St. Paul's epistle to the Romans about 
this matter, and consider it well, it would do us 
good. The treasure maj be a little below the surface, 
but let us turn it over, it is certainly there. The 
indignation, or wrath, against the Jews, was not the 
salvation of the Jews; neither was the wrath of God 
against the Gentiles, the salvation of the world. But 
the wrath of God, first against the Jews, was salvation, 
that is life, or the eternal kingdom of heaven to the 
Gentiles; and through Gentile mercy, the Jews shall 
also obtain mercy. God's wrath, and fiery indignation 
in the second place, or in the morning, burning against 
the Gentiles, shall be salvation, or life from the dead. 
That is the kingdom of eternal mercy to the Jews. 
And what is life from the dead, but the first resurrec^ 
tion. The wrath of God in the evening, towards the 
Jews, was pacified by the Gentiles receiving the 
Gospel. The wrath of God in the morning against 
these Gentiles here in the vision (xi. 36, &c.) shall 
never end, only with them in hell, for these are the 
full transgressors, and not the Jews. In reference 
to these it is written, " A fire is kindled in mine 
anger, and shall burn unto the lowest helU^ Scrip- 
ture throughout shows that Israel shall be gathered 
with eternal mercies; therefore, the wrath of God does 
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not burn unto tlie lowest hell against the Jews, for 
a remnant shall be saved. Except the Lord had 
shortened the days, when men so hotlj rose np against 
Israel, there should be no blood and flesh of Israel 
saved. But for the blood and flesh of Israel's sake 
whom he hath chosen, he shortened the days. The 
sin of the Jews was the salvation of the world* The 
sins of the Gentiles shall be the salvation of the Jews. 
*' How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways 
are past finding out." 

The indignation (of the morning) here spoken of is 
against some among the people of God; but he is a 
blind guide who says it is against the Jews, and as it 
is not against the Jews, it must be against the 
Christians. '^The gifts and callings of God are without 
repentance." God called Abraham, and his seed after 
him, to be his people for ever; Israel has never been 
forsaken, nor Judah of his God, therefore a remnant 
was saved, and not without a purpose. ''The gifts and 
callings of God are without repentance." God called 
the Gentiles to be his people, and thej must be his 
people for ever; God is not a man that he should lie, 
nor the son of man that he should repent; but, where 
and when did God call the Romans by name to be his 
people? The omission is fatal. The Lord will give 
repentance to the house of David, and their wives, 
and to the house of Nathan and their wives; but 
where do the Scriptures say that repentance shall be 
given to the house of the Romans, and their wives? 
The omission is dreadful. Where do the Scriptures say 
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that repentance shall he given to the people of that 
place, where it shall he said thej are the people of 
the living God (Hosea i. 10)? Where is it said that 
the Roman pontiff and his wife, or their wives, shall 
repent. The omission is fatal. ** That that is 
determined shall be done." 

It has been said bj learned writers that a man's 
heart was given to the lion, the Babylonian government, 
to shew its humility; but I say, when did Babylonia 
shew itself humble? Did not Babylonia give up the 
sceptre of universal dominion with the growl of a 
lion? And the bear, did not the bear give it up with 
the growl of a bear? And the leopard, did not the 
leopard give it up with the cry of a leopard? And 
the beast with iron teeth, did it not give up the sceptre 
of universal dominion with the savage and sullen 
determination of the dragon. And was it not the 
power of the gospel, that broke the power of the 
dragon? And was it not the old serpent incarnate 
that took the sceptre of universal power in the Gospel 
kingdom? and is not he, the Roman pontiff, is it not 
he, who speaks marvellous things against the God of 
gods, and shall not this marvellous speaker continue 
a speaking king as long as he is upon the earth? 
and shall not the indignation follow him into hell and 
continue for ever, and salvation turn to the Jews? 
How then can this indignation be against the Jews ? 

The king shall do aceording to his will. The 
same words that commence the Ecclesiastical king of 
the 36th verse, are made use of with respect to Alex- 
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der, the militar7 king of the drd verse, '^ he shall be 
mighty f and do aecarding to his will!* Look at the 
difference in these two kings. No Scripture repre- 
sents the king of the d6th verse as mightj bj his own 
power; it is said of him (viii. 24), his power shall 
be mighty^ but not by his own power. He is per- 
fectlj harmless, excepting his mouth; he speaks very 
great things; the poison of the serpent is under his 
tongue; his throat is an open sepulchre; he is a king 
over all the children of craft, over all false teachers, 
over full transgressors. 

The king of the drd vorse was brought up a mili- 
tary man, and became one of the greatest proficients 
in that art in the day in which he lived, and he was 
sent into a world that was in arms; and of him the 
Holy Spirit said, he shall do according to his will. 
The havoc he made among fiesh and blood must 
necessarily have been very great,* but Alexander did 
not exalt himself above every god, Alexander's rule 
was especially an earthly rule; it extended not to the 
world to come; it did not upset the religion that the 
Lord God had established upon the earth. I do not 
suppose that the soul of Alexander ever reached the 
realms of eternal glory, but I think the words ** he 
shall do according to his will" do not necessuily 
exclude him. Alexander's career was mighty, but 
it was short — about twelve years and a half — not two 
hebdomads. How little is here said of him. Can we 
suppose that the king of the d6th verse, of whom there 
is so much said, shall continue only for 1260 literal 



OR, BETTER TIMES COMING. 75 

days, as many writers saj. '* The king shall do 
according to his will,^' These words shut this king 
up to eternal darkness. The career of Alexander 
was among flesh and blood, that of this king is 
among spiritual things in heavenly places; yea, in the 
church^of God. " Shall do according to his will^*^ to 
Alexander, was as much as to say, the powers of flesh 
and blood shall not stop him; to this king it is as 
much as to say, ** my spirit shall no longer strive 
with him; his days shall he 1260 years; the Holy 
Spirit will no longer take the things of the merciful 
Jesus and shew them to this king; will no longer 
influence, quicken^ or renew his nature; no longer 
enlighten his heart and soul, but leave him« Woe 
unto him, his damnation is sealed; he shall dwell for 
ever in black despair. I have heard it said that the 
unpardonable sin is not unpardonable; but who can 
show that the Ecclesiastical king shall ever be par- 
doned, or his ministers, or those who believe them. 

** Neither shall he regard the God of his JathersJ* 
Much has been written by Birks, and others, upon 
this Scripture. The preceding verses show this king 
not to be heathen. He is within the church of God; 
and the Almighty God, the God of Israel, is the Ood 
that is here spoken of, and not the gods of the 
heathen. His fathers are the people of the Almighty 
God. 

The 29th chapter of Deuteronomy shows that the 
great mysterious sinner, upon whom all the curses lie, 
should be among the people of God, and that his land 
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shall become Mlt and bfrimstooe. He that curses the 
Soo of God inaj be forgiren; this king shall neyer be 
forgiyen; his sins therefore are of a higher character- 
What the heathen did they did in ignorance, what 
this king does he does wilfoUj. This king under- 
stands dark sentences^ he makes nse of the most deadly 
craft J the heathen made nse of oipen force of arms, 

*" Nor the desire ofwomenJ' It is amusing to read 
what learned writers haye said aboot this Scripture. 
These prophecies are of things on the earth, and not 
of things up in heayen; nor jet of things in the deep; 
thej are of eyerjr daj life. These prophecies are the 
deyelopment of the drd chapter of Genesis. When 
the woman was made, the man was to leaye his father 
and mother, and cleaye unto his wife; but after the 
fall, the desire of the woman was subjected unto the 
husband; and God said, he would put enmitj between 
the prince of darkness and the woman. This is why 
the devil incarnate does not marry. It is the same as 
Paul speaks of, " forbidding to marry" (1 Tim. iv. 3). 
and has been carried out by the Roman pontiffs on a 
most gigantic scale, and that is the desire of women 
that the great hypocrite should not regard, " nor 
regard any God^* He shares with none; "/or he 
shall exalt himself above allP 

" But in his estate shall he honor the God of 
forces ; and a God whom his fathers knew not shall 
the honor with silver and gold, and precious stones^ 
and pleasant thingt^ (verse 88). As the marginal 
reading of this verse is nearly as large as the verse 
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itself, it is not to be expected that I should give it in 
a waj that would satisfy all readers, seeing that the 
translators of the Bible could not satisfy themselves 
of the true rendering of it. Let it suffice for me to 
say then, that the word fathers, here, means the same 
as in the preceding verse; namely, the apostles and 
early Christian writers, &c. ; and beside the mention 
of the Almighty God there is a principal god in the 
singular number, and gods in the plural number, 
which god will answer to the Virgin, and gods to 
the canonized saints. I suppose they know less about 
the sepulchre of this god (the Virgin) than they do of 
the sepulchre of Moses. We see here a confirmation 
of the words of David: '^ I will not make mention of 
the names of their gods with my lips." The Holy 
Spirit utterly refuses to make mention of the names of 
these gods. 

*' Thus shall he do in the most strong holds, with a 
strange god^ whom he shall acknowledge and increase 
with glory, and he shall cause them to rule over many, 
and shall divide the land for gain " or at a price, — 
Verse 39. 

The view that I shall give of this verse will no 
doubt be new to all those who shall read it. The 
strange god would be the Virgin ; but them that rule 
over many has no reference to the plural gods of the 
38th verse. If by them are meant departed saints or 
angels, I have Bishop Newton's authority for saying 
that there is nothing in our Bible translation to show 
what the word " them '* belongs to. Here is the mystery. 
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I have all Scripture for saying that the word them, 
in this place, has the same signification 'as the clay in 
the second chapter. That is the mystery. The word 
<< them" in this verse refers to the same* body of per- 
sons as the beast that rose up out of the earth (Rev. 
ziii. 11), the same also as the false prophet (zix. 20). 
The word them has in view a new and mysterioos 
body of persons, and wherever this body of Ecclesi- 
astics are introduced in Scripture, it is always in a 
mystery, so as not to take away the freedom of action 
of these vipers. The word has reference to the 
Ecclesiastics that should arise in the fourth kingdom. 
The mysterious and marvellous Ecclesiastical king 
causes the Ecclesiastics to rule over many, that is to 
say, the whole world, the whole Roman world. The 
Ecclesiastical king divides the whole world into 
Ecclesiastical districts for a pricey for the support of 
his ministers, the Ecclesiastics. 

'^ Thus he shall do m the most strong holds J* 
These prophecies are not prophecies of things up 
in heaven, nor of things in the deep, but of things 
upon earth, therefore most strong holds are holds upon 
the earth, and as the Romans beat the Greeks on all 
sides, — ^north, south, east, and west, — ^they also beat 
the Medes and Persians, also afflicted Eber and Asshur, 
therefore the most strong holds are the Roman holds. 
The people who had fought the worshippers of all the 
earth, besides afflicting them who worship the God of 
heaven, quailed at this great hypocrite. Emperors, 
kings, princes, potentates, and all the principal people 



OB^ BSTTEB IIMES COMING, 7^ 

of the earth quailed at the presence of these hypo- 
crites In the garb of Christian pastors. Here is the 
grand and terrible theme of prophecj, the dreadful 
mystery, I think I may say ; here is the scorn of the 
Lord God ; here is a triple confederacy, and a three- 
fold cord is not easily broken. Here is, first a king, 
that should do according to his will. Here are, 
second, the Ecclesiastics, whom he caused to rule over 
many. And here are, thirdly, the many that they 
rule over, all of whose names, times, places, and 
religion, the Spirit of prophecy scorns to mention. 
It may not be amiss in this place to notice the word 
mant/. In this place it seems to mean all the world 
for the time to which it refers. It has a more exten- 
sive meaning than '' all that dwell upon the earthy** 
whose names are not written in the book of life (Rev. 
xiii. 8.), for the many, in the verse under considera- 
tion, does not except even the elect. 

The decree that went forth from Csesar Augustus, 
that the whole world should be taxed, would neces- 
sarily indmde the elect king in the manger, so this 
marvellous king caused the Ecclesiastics to tax all 
persons soon after they were born into the world, and 
when they taxed them, they made Christians of them, 
and ruled over them, whether or not their names were 
written in the book of life, and if they afterwards 
married they were taxed again ; and again, after death, 
if they wished to be buried by these Ecclesiastics. 
As regards the Jews, if these Ecclesiastics have never 
written the names of the Jews in their books, and 
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made Christians of them, they have certainly taxed 
them, and ruled over them ; therefore the many in thb 
place includes all, both the elect and the non-elect. 
I shall have to consider the word again when I come 
to speak of the 12th chapter, 2nd verse. 

According to most works on this prophecy which I 
have read, the Mauzzim, or tutelar saints, as thej are 
called, are made to rule and to receive the price of 
the gain of the division of the land, or the priests 
with Mauzzim, Saint George of England, Saint 
Andrew of Scotland, Saint Dennis of France, Saint 
James of Spain, &c., but who can believe that Saint 
George ever received the Ecclesiastical revenues, or 
ruled over England, or even over St. George's, Hanover 
Square. These prophecies are not prophecies of what 
takes place in the world of spirits, but of things that 
take place in a world of flesh and blood. If we con- 
sider the word them to refer onlj to the Ecclesiastics, 
and not to the gods before spoken of, it will give con- 
sistency to it all, for the god that is honoured instead 
of the Almighty God, and the god's protectors, are 
honoured with gold and silver, and with precious 
stones, and things desired, gifts, presents^ &c. ; but 
there is no fixed price for these gods ; this is not 
said to be done for gain. But for the maintenance of 
the Ecclesiastics, he divides the land for a price, as 
.il is in the margin, that is, a certain stipulated sum 

be paid on demand ; so that while this marvellous 

leaves it to the option of the people to honour 

<ha images with gold and silver, he demands that his 
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ministers shall be paid the price of the Ecclesiastical 
divisions of the land. 

I would not saj but that Napoleon might have sold 
his Corsican garden for a price, but I deny that such 
a thing is the subject of prophecy; for land has been 
bought and sold from the days of Abraham until now, 
but it was never the especial subject of prophecy. 
Neither do I deny that Napoleon gave away crowns, 
and had a price in return for them; but I deny that 
such a thing was ever the especial burden of pro- 
phecy. For in the days of Nebuchadnezzar, so also in 
those of Cyrus, of Alexander, and of Caesar, crowns, 
kingdoms, presidencies, and captaincies, were given 
away, but were never made the special subject of 
prophecy. Why should twenty-five centuries of pro- 
phecy aim at Napoleon, when he had been so much 
exceeded in that work by several who went before 
him. Here is something far more terrible than 
Napoleon. Napoleon dealt largely in human blood 
and flesh; but here are Ecclesiastics who deal much 
more extensively in the destruction of human souls, 
and for a much longer time. Here are teachers who 
think that the gain of the land is godliness. It may 
be asked, if the Lord has n^t thought proper to make 
fighting the main subject of prophecy, nor the giving 
away crowns, what is it that is the subject of such 
dreadful mystery? It is this: that Satan, the father 
of lies, the father of perdition, should clothe himself 
in human nature, and crawl into the church of God ; 
and put on scarlet, and purple, and fine linen, and 
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sit down to sumptuous fare every day, and mj, '^ the 
Lord had sent him, to do according to his will; and 
that what he bound on earth should be bound in 
heaven, and what he loosed on earth should be loosed 
in heaven." That this son of perdition should sit 
down in the church of God, and over the heads of 
emperors, princes, potentates, land owners, and land 
holders; divide the whole world into archbishopricks, 
bishopricks, and archdeaconries; and cause that gods 
whom his fathers never knew should be honoured with 
precious gifts therein. It is against this that the 
wrath of God shall burn unto the lowest hell; it is 
against this that the Lord is so indignant that he 
never makes mention of their name. I think this is 
worthy of prophecy; and if all the price of the land, 
from 606 to 1789, a.d., so divided, was added toge- 
ther, how would it exceed Napoleon's money; and 
which, I ask, is most worthy of twenty-five centuries' 
prophecy? I suppose that for every penny that Na- 
poleon gained by dividing the land, the Ecclesiastics 
could reckon a million sterling. And what have they 
paid the Ecclesiastics all this money for? To deceive 
their souls, and make them trust in a lie: '* that that 
is determined shall be don|:" God has determined that 
these persons shall be cast into a furnace of fire, and 
burned for ever. They deserve it, having no 
excuse. 

** And at the time of the end shall the king of the 
south push at him, and the king of the north shall 
come against him like a whirlwind.^* 
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Bishop Newton says, Mr. Mede has rightly under- 
stood " the time of the end^* to mean the last days of 
the Roman empire. The king of the south he sup- 
poses to be the Saracens, and the king of the north to 
be the Turks. But I say, " the time of the end** has 
reference to civil war within the kingdom of the mar- 
vellous speaking king; and the invasion of the Sara- 
cens and Turks was not civil war within this king- 
dom. The ninth chapter of Revelations will quite set 
aside such a notion as this; for there is nothing said 
in that chapter about the time of the end, but the in- 
vasion of the Turks and Saracens is there alluded to 
(let Scripture be looked at in the light of Scripture); 
and then, after that, in the next chapter, 6th and 7th 
verses, it is said, in reference to this mystery, ** that 
time should be no longer;** but in the days of the 
seventh angel it should be finished; and, as the mys- 
tery was not finished by the invasion of the Turks 
and Saracens, the Turks and Saracens cannot be what 
is meant by the king of the south and the king of the 
north, in relation to " the time of the end** here spokeh 
of. Some authors, of later days, have said that Aus- 
tria is the king of the south, and that Napoleon was 
the wilful king; but who can believe that Austria is 
south in respect of Napoleon and France? Surely 
such interpretation perverts the Scriptures. Other 
writers have said that England is meant by the king 
of the south in this place; for, say they, England 
shall have Egypt; but I think that this is a poor way 
of showing the fulfilment of prophecy; for in this 
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way England may be made the king of the north, 
south, east^ or west, at the caprice of any author. 

Again, other authors have said that Egypt must be 
the seat of the king of the south, or the homogeneous 
character of the prophecy would be destroyed. But 
to me, the 42nd and 43rd verses plainly show that 
Egypt is not the seat of any one of the three kings 
spoken of in the 40th verse; for, in the onward 
career of the king of the north, after he comes against 
the wilful king, the land of Egypt shall not escape him, 
and the treasures of Egypt shall be at his service ; there- 
fore Egypt is not a principal in the vision at this time. 

Now, by saying that the kings of the north and tlie 
kings of the south, in this place, are new powers, and 
new places, not alluded to in the former part of the 
vision, I do not take away the homogeneous character 
of the prophecy; for the prophecies have always the 
leading powers of the earth in view, for the time to 
which the prophecy belongs. 

It is said by some, that the kings of the north and 
south must be so in respect to Jerusalem. I dis- 
miss such a notion by saying, I see no foundation 
for it in the word of God; it may exist very strongly 
in the minds of men. I think it will be seen by 
every simple and honest-minded person, on turning 
to the 8th chapter, that some place in Media or 
Persia was the place of pushing, westward, and 
northward, and southward, rather than Jerusalem; 
so, in this vision, the two leading kingdoms of the 
Greeks, Egypt and Syria, would be north and 
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south in respect of each other; their being so in 
respect of Jerusalem is no proof that other leading 
powers must be so also. 

This vision speaks of no opposition to the Roman 
power, from 168 b.o. until the time of the end, 1789 
A.D., it lays the greatest stress upon the principal 
Boman (verse thirty-sixth), when he put on the 
scarlet and purple, with other sacerdotal garments, and 
divided the world into ecclesiastical districts for gain. 
1789 saw the Roman pontiff without a rival, and 
the two leading fighting powers, in connexion 
with the Church of God, were France and Russia; 
and these two powers, I presume, are south and north 
of each other. Both of these powers have shown 
pretensions for universal dominion, these powers are 
antagonistic in politics and religion; the south a 
republican, the north a Cossack, the south is a Roman 
in religion, the north a Greek in religion. Whatever 
may be said about France being infidel, she certainly 
is the grand stay of the holy father of the west. The 
king of the north is the grand stay of the holy father 
of the east. I, at one time thought, that the pushing 
king of the south, should be south in reference to his 
frieud the wilful king; but now, I consider he should 
be looked at in reference to his fighting enemy Russia. 
These prophecies do not concentrate upon a mere 
upstart. The Roman king is no upstart, but a stern 
reality, neither has France been a mere upstart, but a 
stern reality. So also is Russia a stem reality, and 
not a mere upstart. 
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It is worthy of notice that this king of the south 
is not said to push so as no king could stand before 
him, as the ram was said to push so as no beast could 
stand before it. No untimely power becomes supreme 
on the earth after the Roman. The greatest mystery 
ends with the greatest man, in hell fire. It is said by 
Birks, " To seem unnatural that the end of the wilful 
king is not here given." But to me it would 
have seemed unnatural if it had been given here. It 
would have destroyed the homogeneous character of 
the prophecy; and this prophecy is a prophecy of 
what the kings of the earth should do, and not what 
God shall do. There are numerous Scriptures to shew 
that none shall finally dispose of the wilful king, but 
my brother from the manger. Some say that Jesus 
shall come down on to the earth and dispose of the 
wilful king, but I say he shall sit in the heavens and 
dispose of him, he shall also sit in the heavens and 
laugh. ^^He that sittetk in the heavens shall laugh,** 
It is said by some that neither Napoleon, nor any 
other individual person, or the Roman pontiff as an 
abstract idea, has ever fulfilled all that is said shall be 
done by this wilful king. Now the last thing that this 
king is here said to do, is ** To divide the land for a 
price;** that is to say, to divide the world into 
ecclesiastical districts. And then of course sit down 
and enjoy it without any scruples of conscience. 
It has been said by some great scholars that the 
Scriptures constantly assert Jerusalem to be the place 
where the son of perditioji should be. Where it is 
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once 80 said I cannot find, neither have I seen it 
proved by the writings of any one where it is said 
that the wilful king, or the son of perdition, *' Should 
plant the tabernacle of his palace between the seas, 
in the glorious holy mountain ** (Jerusalem). The 
king of the north does this, but the son of perdition 
does not dirty his hands in building, but sits down to 
Bumptuoas fare in the building of the prophets, the 
apostles and martyrs, he out of the manger being the 
chief comer. The son of perdition never worked in 
brick and mortar in Egypt ; neither was he ill-treated 
in Egypt ; neither shall he build his palace in 
Jerusalem ; he never begged his bread, he was never 
imprisoned for debt, he never bought or sold old 
clothes, he never begged of any man the pardon of 
his sins, he never commanded in the deadly battle 
field of flesh and blood, but he commands in the more 
deadly battle-field of souls ; he gets his living entirely 
by lying, cheating, and deceiving the whole world ; 
he is said (with some truth) to be the most secure, 
and the only infallible person on the earth* The 
words *^ He shall come to his end and none shall help 
him," do not refer to the wilful king, but to the king 
of the north. The words do not imply that the king 
of the north shall be destroyed without hand or 
agency ; the words do not refer to the same person 
as the words of the 8th chapter and 2oth verse, ^* He 
shall be broken without hand.** The wilful king 
shall go down into hell within one hour, but Michael 
will make much shorter work than that of the king 
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of the south and the king of the north, for as the 
lightning lighteth up in the east, and shineth even unto 
the west : so shall the destruction of these two kings be. 

^^At that time shall Michael stand up^ the great 
prince which standethfor the children of thy people,^ 

The question here is, who is this Michael ? I take 
him to be simply a prince among angels. And at 
what time shall this angel Michael stand up? 
Certainly not at the destruction of the king who 
speaks marvellous things, but at the time when the 
king shall come to his end, and none shall help him, 
for Michael is the agent by whom the king of the 
north comes to his end ; and let it not be supposed 
that Michael is alone in the work of destruction, for 
Jesus says, *^ He shall send his angels," not an angel. 
When there is fighting among princes and kings, 
kingdoms are objects of contention ; they fight to win 
or lose kingdoms, and as our divines speak of the 
homogeneous character of prophecy, I will here 
notice that there must have been many millions of 
human beings, who stood up for, and spake on behalf 
of, the wilful king (the Roman Pontiff"). There were 
also millions who stood up for, and fought on behalf 
of, the king of the south. There will also be millions 
moving on behalf of the king of the north ; so, also, 
I suppose, the host of the mighty general Michael 
will consist of many millions of angels (veiled or 
hidden, I suppose, in flaming fire)^ taking vengeance 
upon lying Christians of every denomination, severing 
them out from among the just, and casting them into 
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a furnace of fire. I gather, therefore, that Michael 
stands up, not at the bruising of the serpent's head, 
but at the destruction of the millions that compose 
his body. 

" And there shall be a time of trouble, such as 
never was since there wns a nation^ to that same 
iimeJ* 

And when shall be this time of trouble? Certainly 
not at that time when Michael stands up for DanieFs 
people. For the consequence of Michael's standing up, 
is universal peace, — the Millennium. No honest 
person would say that this time of trouble is before 
the Millennium; or that Michael's standing up has 
anything to do with that trouble. As there are no 
important events take place during that long interval 
of peace, this vision notices none. That comparatively 
unimportant event of the 38th and 39th of Ezekiel, is 
not noticed in the book of Daniel at all. This time 
of the greatest of all troubles, is after the Millennium. 
Upon whom shall this time of trouble come? Great 
and learned theologians tell us, that the day of the 
Lord shall come upon the ungodly world as a snare. 
But shall it not come as a snare upon all them that dwell 
on the face of the whole earth, and on them that dwell 
on the sea also? They shall not escape. And when 
shall this time of trouble be? I believe that there shall 
be troubles in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars, 
Qnd in the earth, and in the sea. There shall be such 
distress of nations with perplexity, and such a failing of 
men's hearts, as never had been from the creation, unto 
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that time. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all diet 
It is not always all pleasure to come into the world; 
neither is it always all pleasure to go out of the world. 
There were troubles when creation came into exist- 
ence; and there will be troubles when creation goes 
out; notwithstanding it will go out in a twinkle; or 
as some say, it will go out like the snuff of a candle. 
But there must be a preparatory work. 

" And at that time, thy people shall be delivered, 
evert/ one that shall be found written in the boohJ^ 

This is evidently the resurrection of the dead, both 
the just and the unjust, and the eternal judgment. 
Consequently, the time of trouble, just preceding the 
resurrection, has reference to the resurrection and 
the judgment. And, I think, it is sufficiently clear to 
every honest and attentive reader of the Scriptures, 
that this time of trouble has no reference whatever 
to that time when Michael stands up. Not but 
that Michael delivers Israel; but Michael is not the 
resurrection and the life. Consequently, one far 
greater than Michael will show himself after this 
time of trouble, who can be none other than He from 
the manger, whose servant Michael is. Michael 
delivers Israel, by bundling their enemies into a 
furnace. My brother from the manger delivers 
them, by calling them out of their graves; therefore, 
he is greater than Michael. 

^* And many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt^* 
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Many persons are become so wise and prudent, in 
these days of light and knowledge, that they cannot 
see the Millennium, which occurs between the time of 
Michael standing up and that time of great trouble, 
in which the resurrection of the dead takes place, 
but they can see a thousand years between those who 
rise to life, and those who rise to shame and contempt; 
notwithstanding this very Scripture shews that they 
both rise in one and the same time of trouble; yea, 
they both rise at the very same moment. They must 
be wise beyond measure who can insert a thousand 
years here. 

The word many, of xi. 39, 1 have before observed, 
includes more than *^ all that dwell upon the earthy'* 
of Rev. xiii. 8; so here, man^ of them that sleep in 
the dust, does not exclude any of them that sleep in 
the dust, neither does it exclude any of them that 
sleep in the sea. When the voice of the resurrection 
reaches them in the dust, those in the sea will not 
answer, " we are not called," and therefore will not 
come. They shall all hear, and all shall obey the 
summons. 

" And they that be wise (margin, teachers), shall 
shifie^ and they that turn many to righteousness, as the 
stars for ever and ever,** 

By the stars is meant ministers in the church, and 
they that belie the Scriptures are the ministers of the 
devil, in the church. He is a great liar and a mur- 
derer. God is the God of order, the devil is the god 
of confusion. The aim of the ministers of God is to 
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make known the truth; the aim of the ministers of 
the devil is to confuse, to darken, and to hide the 
truth. 

•* Shut up the words and seal the hook^ even to the 
time of the endP 

It must have been profitable in all ages for godly- 
minded persons to have studied the Book of Daniel; 
but now, being the time of the end, the book ought 
not only to be opened, but the mysteries understood; 
for they are not hard to be understood at this time. 

" One said to the man clothed in linen, which was 
upon the waters of the river; ' How long shall it be 
to the end of these wonders T " 

Daniel himself never asked any question con- 
cerning the time. Time is a very important thing in 
discovering the proper application of these prophecies. 
The question of time seems to me to involve more 
than the prophet was capable of asking. The persons 
that asked and answered the question concerning 
time, both in this place and in the eighth chapter, 
were more initiated in the mysteries of the kingdom 
of God than the prophet was, even after he had seen 
all his visions. Daniel heard, but understood not 
(8th verse); and to his enquiries, " what shall be the 
end of these things," he was told to go his way, but 
still he received farther information. 

" How long shall it be to the end of these wonders, 
or marvels," evidently referred to the marvellous 
things which the king should speak and do (see xl. 
36 — 39). This questiou of time has especial reference 
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.he king, and not to bis kingdom, only the kingdom 
aid have to suffer the loss of this marvellous king, 
e king should do according to his will. The 
son of this is, because the civil and military powers 
ve him; " they of arms should pollute the sanc- 
Tj of strength, should take away the daily sacrifice, 
1 they should place, set up, or establish the abomi- 
^ion that maketh desolate. It is evident from this, 
it the civil, or acting power, is the great cause of 
) setting up, or the establishing and consolidating 
that confederacy for which there is no forgiveness, 
should not be forgotten that here is a triple party, 
) king, the church, and the state. "No Scripture 
»ks of this king as being strong, neither do the 
riptures represent the church as being strong, but 
lak, insinuating and seducing the strength that is 
the civil powers; they set up the king; the king in 
.urn gives them a god and gods that his fathers 
ver knew, and caused that these gods be honoured 
th silver and gold; and also causes the Ecclesiastics 
rule over the civil powers, and divide the whole 
>rld for gain; therefore, each party of this triple 
afederacy have their parts to perform. The ques- 
n then is not, '* how long shall they that set up the 
omination continue?" but " how long shall the king 
k marvellously?" or the question may be put thus : 
bow long shall it be ere the serpent's head is bruised, 
d his mouth stopped?" And that I am not wrong 
thus applying this question of time I turn to vii. 
.; there the same time is given to the king that' 
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speaks great words; and to Key. xiii. 5, there the 
time, forty-two months, is given for the mouth to 
speak great things; and confirmed by Matt. zxii. 
11, 12, the king himself stopping the man'a moutlv 
because he had not on a wedding garment. 

In answer to the question, *' how long shall the king 
speak marvels?" the man in linen lifted up both his 
hands; and sware by God that it should be for a time, 
times, and a half, literally 1260 years. But it would 
puzzle me, as it has others, to tell when this kiog 
began to talk wonders; and, consequently, when he 
shall cease to talk wonders, unless I had farther infor- 
mation than the question and answer given; for they 
give no date, either of the commencement or end. 
But more on this at a future time. 

'^ And when he shall have accomplished to scatter 
the power of the holy people^ all these things shall be 
JinishedJ* 

I gather from these words, that the 1260 years do 
not end " all these things,** but that they end the 
king speaking " marvellous things** only, and not** all 
these things,** 

As Daniel did not understand, he enquired what 
shall be the end of these things? and he was told to 
go his way, for the words were closed up and sealed 
till the time of the end; and was farther informedi 
that many should be purified, made white, and tried; 
that the wicked should do wickedly, and not under- 
stand; and that from the time the daily sacrifice 
should be taken away^ and the setting up of th&. 
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bomination that maketh desolate take place^ there 
hould be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. 
foreover he was informed that they who wait and 
ome to the thousand three hundred and jive^and* 
hirty days shall be blessed; and that he himself 
hould rest and stand in his lot at the end of the 
Ays. 

In these prophecies it is observable that there is no 
eal vacuum in the prophecy, as regards persons; but 
here is as regards time. The same persons, the 
tomans, who took away the daily sacrifice (a.d. 70), 
et up the abomination (606), for which there is no 
orgiveness. The beast that had a deadly wound on 
he head, did not die, but changed and survived. It 
ras said to the serpent, that there should be enmity 
tetween his seed and the seed of the woman. - The 
7oman was four thousand years before she brought 
hat seed into the world. The same persons who 
ook away the daily sacrifice afterwards set up the 
abomination; and this abomination, that followed the 
aking away the daily sacrifice, surely cannot be the 
ame as that which preceded the destruction of Jeru- 
alem, spoken of in the 9th of Daniel, (margin,) and 
ipon the battlements shall be the idols of the desolator ; 
tnd referred to in Matt. xxiv. 15, and in Mark xiii. 
14, and Luke xxi. 20. 

I here remind the reader, that the Lord Jesus, in 
nercy told his disciples, that when they saw Jerusalem 
;ncompassed with armies, they were to run away, and 
lot to delay, even for their garments; but some 
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writers say, that when they should see the abomina- 
tion within the holy of holies, by way of emphasis. 
But how were the believers of Jesus to see from the 
country fields when the Romans had set up their 
standards within the inner temple, or holy of holies? 
I do not say the disciples ought to have fled when 
they saw the first Roman legion enter the country of 
Judea; but 1 think they were very foolish disciples if 
they stayed until they saw their idols in the holy of 
holies. There need not be any mistake between the 
abomination which precedes the taking away the daily 
sacrifice, and that which follows after. It may be 
asked, what are my grounds for these assertions? I 
answer, all Scripture. As there were no events, or 
changes of importance that especially concerned the 
Jews,' from the taking away the daily sacrifice, a.d. 
70, until the setting up the abomination, 606, by that 
same people, the Romans; so there are none men- 
tioned, and the space of five hundred and thirty-six 
years is passed over. The taking away the daily 
sacrifice was a sign that the Jews were out. of 
heaven's favour: the setting up the abomination is a 
sign that they (the Jews) are held in merciful remem- 
brance again. No man can serve two masters. When 
the Jew went out of favour, a;d. 70, the Gentile came 
in. When the Gentile went out of favour, 606, the 
Jew was thought of again. How unsearchable are 
God's ways. 

Shall it be supposed that Jesus never made any 
allusion to the abomination that was set up after the 
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destruction of Jerusalem ? By no means. He did speak 
of it ; but the word " abomination** is not made use of 
in the Gospels, in reference to that which was set up 
after the taking away the daily sacrifice. As Luke 
mentions not the word abomination, in reference to the 
destruction of Jerusalem, neither does he speak of that 
abomination that should follow; so Luke adds not the 
wordSy " whosoever readeth let him understand," 
which word both Matthew and Mark make use of. 
Luke's account, being simply narrative, alludes to no 
mystery, therefore contains no warning; but Mat- 
thew and Mark, alluding to the great mysterious 
abomination that should be set up, after the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem^ it was necessary that they should 
say, in reference to that abomination which preceded 
the destruction of that city, whoso readeth let him 
understand. That abomination that should be set up 
after the taking away the daily sacrifice, is spoken of 
by Matthew in the 24th verse, and by Mark, in the 
22nd verse, " False Christs, and false prophets shall 
rise to seduce^ if it were possible^ the very elect** 
The greatest of all stress is here, and the greatest of 
all mysteries. This abomination evidently was to be 
set up, after the taking away the daily sacrifice; as 
there can be no real sympathy between the genuine 
Christ and the counterfeit Christs, so there can be no 
forgiveness for these false or counterfeit Christs and 
prophets. The Christs here are tho Roman Pontiffs, 
and form what is in the vision, '* the king that shall 
do according to his will;** the prophets are those he 

H 
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causes to rule over many, and for whose benefit be 
divides the land for a price. As in the visions, so in 
tbe Gospels, tbere are no events of importance between 
the taking awaj tbe dailj sacrifice, and the setting 
up tbe false Cbrists and false prophets, who form *' the 
abomination that maketh desolate." 

It is not said that from the taking awaj the daily 
sacrifice tbere shall be 1,290 days, but from the 
setting up the abomination tbere shall be 1,290 days, 
and until the end of which tbe Jews (tbe Ancient of 
Days) shall not sit, after which tbere shall be 1335 
days of mercy and truth. Amen. 

**And when he shall have accomplished to scatter 
the power of the holy people, all these things shall be 
JinishedJ^ 

According to the writings of many, he that scatters 
tbe holy people is Grod, but I see no reason to under- 
stand the vision so, for it would make great confusion 
of the word of prophecy, for propbecy is so express, 
that Jerusalem, as well as genuine Christians, must 
wait for the fulfilment of the untimely-times of the 
Gentiles, and not that Christians and Jews must wait 
till God cease to be angry with his ancient people, the 
Jews. Here most writers appear to reverse the 
meaning of the passage. According to their inter- 
pretation the untimely times of the Gentiles are made, 
to depend on God's indignation against tbe Jews, but 
the reverse seems to be the truth. The Jews and 
Jerusalem are waiting the Gentiles fulfilling their 
times, and Grod's vengeance on them, and then shall 
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the ancient people sit, whose hair shall he as white 
as W00I9 whose garments shall he as white as snow, 
whose throne shall he a fiery flame, whose wheels 
shall be homing fire, a fiery stream shall come forth 
ih>m before them, and thousands shall minister unto 
them, and ten thousand times ten thousand shall stand 
before them, the judgment shall be set, and the books 
shall be opened, but no book of life here. 

The true reading of the passage I suppose to be, 
that when hb (the wilful king) shall have accomplished 
the scattering of the power of the holy people, (see 
8th chapter 24th verse), all these things shall be 
finished ; and '* shall be finished " has the same 
meaning as the "time of the end." The king then' 
had accomplished the scattering of the power of the 
holy people in 1789, or at the latest, when the head 
of Louis XYI. came off ; for the bulls of his satanic 
majesty have not had the universal effect since that 
time that they had before ; therefore I think it 
reasonable that the finishing of all these things 
commenced at that time. 

As an evidence that these things do not continue 
because God is angry with the Jews, " Know of a 
surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that 
is not theirs, and shall serve them, and they shall 
afflict them four hundred years/' Wherefore ? Not 
because God was indignant with Abraham, nor with 
his seed, but because the iniquity of the Amorites 
was not then full (Gen. xv. 13 — 16), and so the seed 
qi Abraham, according to the flesh, are in the present 
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day waiting, not ^because God is angry with them, 
but because the untimely times of the Christians are 
not yet run out. 

And now a word or two more about the numbers 
in the book of Daniel. It is well to note that the 
greatest number that is given is concerning the d^ly 
sacrifice, and concerning the transgression of desolation, 
and, I have no doubt, commenced when the daily 
sacrifice was put under tribute^ about the'first year of 
Nebuchadnezzar, and ends with the destruction of the 
crafty king, and does not run on until the end of the 
abomination of desolation, or of all these things, but 
has, in the last end of the indignation, especial 
reference to the king ; when the king shall be 
destroyed the abomination will be broken up, but not 
annihilated (see chap. viii). 

The time, times and a half, in this last Tision, 
having especial reference to the king that speaks 
wonders, identify him with the great speaker in every 
vision. No military deeds are said to be done by the 
crafty king any more than they are done by this king; 
note therefore in every vision that this king's business 
is to speak, and in every vision his time is twelve 
hundred and sixty. 

Notwithstanding that this king is the grand centre 
of all mischief, he does not set up or establish the 
abomination of desolation, neither do they, the 
Ecclesiastics, his ministers, set it up, but it is " they 
of arms " who set up the abomination. 

'^ Arms stand on his part," that is, on the part of 
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the Roman, who takes away the daily sacrifice, and 
** they of arms " shall place the abomination of deso- 
lation [civil and military powers are not separate in 
Scripture, as an evidence of this notice the building 
of BabelJ, this terrible abomination being composed 
of a triple party, — the king, the church, and the 
state. Arms standing on his part, evidently mean on 
the king's part ; and it is not shown that arms and 
the king are two distinct powers, when the daily 
sacrifice is taken away ; but that they are two distinct 
powers, when the abomination is set up, is very 
evident, for the king in that respect is inactive, and 
" they of arms," that is, the state (for arms and the 
state are all the same), only are accused of setting up 
the abomination, and not the king ; therefore those 
who suppose that the king set up the abomination, 
are in error. The king perishes for his own sins, in 
speaking great things ; the state shall be given to the 
burning flame for believing the wonders that the king 
spake. Of this triple party there are two that offend, 
and one that does iniquity, each of them perish for 
their own sins. 

It is worthy of note here, that Adam and Eve were 
not condemned for the sin of the serpent, but for 
their own sin. They died through their own 
disobedience. In the day they eat the forbidden fruit 
they were to die, that is, become mortal. Adam was 
cursed because he hearkened unto his wife ; Eve was 
cursed because she hearkened unto the serpent ; and 
the serpent was cursed above all, for wilfully deceiving. 
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The serpent would have been quite harmless if he 
had never been believed ; and the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil would have been perfectlj harmless 
if let alone ; so also would this king, speaking marvels, 
have been harmless if none had ever believed him; 
neither could the false prophets, the lying teachers, 
have done the mischief they have if none had believed 
them; wherefore Jesus said, '* Behold I have told 
you all things ;" thus they are inexcusable who 
believe them. 

It being evident that part of the number 2,300 
belongs to the king, and the full transgressors, it is 
also evident that the marvellous wilful king is king 
over the full transgressors, and that the 1,260 in every 
vision has especial reference to this king of the 
abomination, and ends, as I have before said, with 
him. It is evident also that the 1,290 has especial 
reference to they of arms, or the state, and ends when 
they end ; and the 1,290 began at the same time as 
the 1,260, that is, when the king was established to 
do according to his will. 

With the number 1,290 is connected the taking 
away the daily sacrifice, a.d. 70, and the setting up 
the abomination, a.d. 606. It may be Asked, what is 
my authority for giving such a space of time between 
the taking away the daily sacrifice and the setting up 
of the abomination ? I answer it is agreeable to aU 
Scripture. The sceptre departed from Judah when 
the daily sacrifice was taken away, and Judah beeame 
something of a nonentity until the abomination that 
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msketh the desolators desolate was set up a.d. 606 ; 
and Judah must wait in expectation until the 1,290 
days of the abomination are ended, then the sceptre 
shall return again to Judah, the sceptre and the 
kingdom going hand in hand, and shall remain with 
him as long as the sun and moon shall endure, that is, 
1,335 years ; and whoever supposes that the 1,335 
are part o^ or are contemporary with the former 
numbers, is in great error, these figures having 
especial reference to the supremacy of the kingdom 
or government of the Ancient of Days, and not to 
Gentile Christians. 

The 2,300 having their commencement marked by 
that which concerned the daily sacrifice, as well as 
their ending with that of the crafty king, would not 
be so mysterious, but for the vacuum in the middle. 
The 1,260, having nothing given from which to date 
their commencement or end, are the most mysterious 
of all Scripture numbers, and belong to the most 
mysterious person. The 1,290 having the setting-up 
of the abomination given as their commencement, are 
not so mysterious as the 1,260. The 1,335 being 
blessed times are the least mysterious of any, for they 
commence when '* all these things,** — the abomination 
and mystery — end, and finish with the resurrection of 
the dead^ and the setting in of eternity. 
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CHAPTER X. 

A SEVENFOLD VIEW OF THE GREAT SON OF PEBDITION. 

View let. — Lest there should he among you man^ 
or woman, or family, or tribe, whose heart tumetb 
away this day from the Lord our God, to go and 
serve the gods of these nations; lest there should be 
among you a root that beareth gall and wormwood ; 
anditcometo pass, when he heareth the words ofthi/s 
curse, that he bless himself in his heart, saying, 1 
shall have peace, though I walk in the imagination of 
mine heart, to add drunkenness to thirst i the Lord 
shall not spare him, but then the anger of the Lord 
and his jealousy shall smoke against that man, and 
all the curses that are written in this book shall lie 
upon him, and the Lord shall blot out his name 
from under heaven, — ^Deut. xxix. 18 — 20. 

In commentiDg upon St. Paul's account of that 
man of sin, the son of perdition, Bishop Newton says, 
Paul had the term from Daniel; hut I ask, how could 
St. Paul get the term from the hook of Daniel, as the 
term, that man, never once occurs in all the book of 
DanieL The writings of many appear to set forth 
the notion, that the apostles in their teaching and 
writing did not understand Moses and the prophets. 
The prophets, they also say, did not understand their 
own prophecies; they gave light to others which did 
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not illuminate tbemselyes. Now I feel persuaded 
that as the term THAT MAN occurs in the passage 
in Deuteronomy, which I have just quoted, St. Paul 
borrowed it from Moses, and not from Daniel, and 
that Moses, and all the prophets after him, understood 
it. And as all the curses that are written in God's 
book lay upon this man, of whom Moses speaks; and 
as the Lord himself shall blot out his name from 
under heayen, I judge that nothing short of hell is 
that marCs destiny, and especially so, as seed time and 
harvest, day and night, summer and winter, shall 
not cease with this man, '' for the generation to come 
of the children of Israel that shall rise up after them, 
and the stranger from a far country shall say, when 
they see the plagues of that land, and the sickness 
which the Lord has laid upon it, and that the 
whole land thereof is brimstone and salt," &c. (22, 
23 verses.) 

When the son of perdition is described, his body, 
his house, or kingdom, is usually described also. It is 
so here (see 23rd verse to the end of the chapter^ and 
also in St. Paul's description of him (2 Thes. ii). 

Many are called but few chosen. The' man of 
whom Moses spake, is one of the called among the 
people of the Lord (Rom. i. 6); therefore, no infidel. 
Neither is there any evidence that he is a military 
man, but he is a stubborn reasoner. 



View 2nd.— ^otr art thou fallen from heaven^ O 
Lueifery son of the morning ! how art thou cut down 
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io the ground, which didit weaken the noHons ! far 
thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into 
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of 
God! I wiU sit upon the mount of the congregation, 
in the sides of the north : I will ascend above the 
heights of the clouds ; I will he lihe the most High. 
Yet thou shaU be brought down to hell, to the sides 
of the pit. — ^Isaiah xiv, 12 — 15. 

The description here given without the name of 
person, or of time, cannot be applied to Chaldean 
Babylon, either past or future, for there are but four 
kings thas rise up out of the earth (Dan. vii. 17). No 
room is left for a fifth; and literal Babylon cannot be 
here taken in any other sense than the place of the 
first establishment of universal power. All vengeance, 
all the curses, lay upon the fourth king and kingdom. 
No stronger language can be used, than is used by 
Isaiah here. And there is nothing to show that the 
great principal alluded to, is a military man, any more 
than there is of that MAN of whom Moses and Paul 
spoke; therefore, the person here meant is an Ecclesi- 
astic, the chief of all sinners. 

I direct attention to the margin of the fourth verse, 
'< how hath the oppressor, the exadress of gold ceased." 
No taxing can be more pointed, or more prominent 
than that of Augustus CsBsar, and no taxing can pro- 
duce more than that of a certain rich man who sat in 
the church of God, in Caesar's seat, clothed in scarlet 
and purple, and fine linen, who sent out a decree^ or 
a bull, that the world should be divided into Ecde- 
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siastical districts for gain, Dan. xi. 39. I suppose, at 
a rough guess, that the decree of the Qian "who sat in 
fine linen, produced a thousand pound to every one of 
the decree of him (Cassar) who stood up clad in iron. 
IVigan Rome exacted gold, Pontifical Rome also 
exacted gold. Isaiah here can have no other city 
under heaven in view than Rome. ^' She did not 
open her prison doorSy^ will apply to no other city 
under heaven so well as it will to Rome. 



View 3rd. The hingdom of heaven is likened 
unto a certain king^ which made a marriage for his 
son^ &c. 

And when the king came in to see the guests, he 
saw there a man which had not on a wedding gar- 
mentf and he saith unto him. Friend, how earnest thou 
in hither not having a wedding garment f And he was 
speechless. Then said the king to the servants, Bind 
him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him 
into outer darkness. Matt. xxii. 2, 11 — 13. 

The utter annihilation of this man shews him to bo 
the same person that is alluded to in the two pre- 
ceding views; for there is but one MAN, or one 
generation, in the whole word of God, spoken of as 
suffering entire extinction. This man is without 
name, time, or locality; but he is evidently within the 
church of God, and must be taken out. He is no 
infidel, no Jew, or Mahomedan; neither will any 
honest man, in the exercise of reason, say he is a 
military man, but he is an Ecclesiastic. The entire 
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Roman Christian body is here meant; all that is 
called Roman fihall go into outer darkness; the name 
shall be blotted out from under heaven. 



View 4th. If that evil servant shall say in his 
heart. My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin 
to smite his fellow'servants, and to eat and drink 
with the drunken ; the lord of that servant shall come 
in a day when he looketh not for himy and in an hour 
thai he is not aware of and appoint him his portion 
with the hypocrites* — Matt, xxi v. 48 — 5 1 . 

The person here spoken of is certainly a servant 
in the household of faith; although a bad one, he is 
not an under servant, but an upper one; for he *' beat 
the men and the maidens/' and sat down to drink. 
This servant is not a Jew, nor a Mahomedan, neither 
is there any thing to show him to be a military man, 
although he beat his fellow-servants, for that can be 
done by agency. The world, nor the church of God, 
never beheld a man of more consequence than this 
(in his own estimation); neither can the end of any 
man, in all creation, he more terrific, than the end of 
this man. When this man, the Roman, the greatest 
of all men, goes into outer darkness, the millennium 
begins, as is described in the next chapter. There 
shall be no lasting peace while the Roman is upon 
earth. '* He afflicted both Asshur and the Jew, and 
he shall be even to perdition, for God hath so deter- 
mined; and that that is determined shall be done." 
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View 5 th. The kingdom of heaven is as a man 
travelling into a far countryy who called his own 
servants^ and delivered unto them his goods. And 
unto one he gave five talents^ to another two, and tp 
another one; to every man according to his several 
ability y and straightway took his journey, &c. 

The two first went and traded, and made other 
talents; but the third hid his lord's money in the 
earth; and when the lord returned, he commended 
the two first to enter into the joy of their lord; but 
the third he commanded to be cast into outer dark- 
ness. Matt. XXV. 14 — 30. 

The first, or great principal of this parable, I con- 
ceive to be the unprofitable servant; and, considering 
the end he came to, he must be not only a son of per- 
dition, but the great son of perdition, the Roman 
Christian ; for the Scriptures do not aim with such 
vengeance at the heathen, the Mahomedan, or the 
Jew. This unprofitable servant was no infidel, be was 
an acknowledged servant in the house of his master; 
property was delivered to him amongst other servants 
by the master, and acknowledged on the part of that 
servant himself; therefore, I say he is no infidel. 
The parable was spoken to introduce this servant; he 
is without name of person, time, or place. This ser- 
vant is the great principal of or subject of dark say- 
ings, hieroglyphs, emblems, and parables, throughout 
the Bible; he is a great man; a responsible person; a 
talent, that is, property was entrusted to him, 

I cannot be positive as to the nature of the property 
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entrusted to this servant, but I admit the Bible to 
be a piece of property of which the Roman, above all 
other people, professes to be the keeper or treasurer; 
now the question is, what care, or what use, has he 
made of this talent? Has he buried it in the earth? 
or, has he carefully wrapped it up in a clean white 
napkin, and laid it aside ? or, has he made use of it 
by putting it to the exchangers? has he, throughout 
his kingdom, demanded free discussion about this 
talent? It was only given him. Has he demanded 
that every individual in his jurisdiction should 
be made well acquainted with the contents of this 
talent, '' the Bible?" or, has he made a monopoly of it? 
has he commanded the public to use it freely? or, 
has he forbidden the public to use it, as being un- 
profitable to them? or, has he made that a treasury of 
life and death. J£ the Roman had but looked into 
that talent for his life, he would never have met with 
his death in outer darkness. 

This servant was very wise in the estimation of 
many, and in his own conceit, for he said he knew his 
master's mind, he knew all about it; he knew his 
master would take up things that he did not lay down, 
and would gather things that he never scattered; and 
so, to be even with his master, he did nothing that 
was agreeable to his master's will. '' To him that 
hath shall be given; but from him that hath not, 
shall be taken that which he hath!* The Bible 
must not be lost, it must be taken from this modem 
servant, and given to the *' Ancient of Days.^ 
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I haye heard that it is the highest logic to take a 
man on his own ground and overthrow him; therefore 
this man's doom must be just; thus it shall be with 
the greatest man that earth or hell ever produced, the 
Ro-man. 



View 6th. There was a certain rich man, which 
was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuotLsly every day: and there was a certain 
beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate^ 
full of sores, and desiring to be fed with the crumbs 
which feU from the rich marCs table: moreover the 
dogs came and licked his sores. And it came to pass 
that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels 
into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and 
was buried; and in hell he lifted up his eyes, being 
in torments, and seeth Abrabrm afar aff, and Laza^ 
rus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, thai 
he may dip the tip of his finger in watex, and cool 
my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But 
Abraham said. Son, remember that thou in thy lifC' 
time receivedst thy good things, and Ukevnse Lazarus 
evil things : but now he is comforted, and thou art 
tormented. And beside all this, between us and you 
there is a great galf fixed: so that they which would 
pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass 
to us, that would comeyrom thence. Then he said, 1 
pray thee, therefore, father, that thou wouldest send 
him to my father's house; for I have five brethren; 
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that he may testify unto theniy lest they also come 
into this place of torment, Abraham saith unto him, 
They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear 
them. And he said, Nay^ father Abraham: but if 
one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 
And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and 
the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though 
one rose from the dead, Luke xvi. 19 — 31. 

By the rich man, in this parable, is meant the 
Roman Pontiff, and by Lazarus, the beggar, is meant 
the Jew, and by the dogs, I suppose the Mahomedans 
to be meant. But upon this matter I ask a question 
to those who are much more learned than myself, 
viz.: Did the coming of the Mahomedan alleviate 
the sufferings of the Jews? If so, nothing will answer 
better to the dogs in the parable than the Mahom- 
edans. And, as the parable was spoken by the 
Master Teacher, there must be a true and proper 
application of the parable somewhere. 

That Abraham called the rich man '' son," is an 
evidence that he was in the church of God, and that 
the rich man did not deny; but that those of his 
father's house were in possession of Moses and the 
prophets, is also an evidence of the same; they had 
the Scriptures. 

As it is a rule of the Scriptures to hold in view 
principals rather than secondary causes, the house of 
the rich man's fathers must be the greatest house 
upon earth, and the greatest house upon earth is the 
house of the Boman; his fathers must be the greatest 
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fathers upon earth, Abraham to wit, through the 
apostles. By the five brethren of the rich man I 
unhesitatingly pronounce to be meant the five fellow- 
sovereigns of the five leading powers in the Roman- 
Christian confederacy, or Roman house: and by Moses 
and the prophets, the entire Old Testament Scriptures 
must necessarily be meant. 

It is evident that the rich man of purple and fine 
linen thought but little of Moses and the prophets, 
whether he had them carefully bound in gilt and 
morocco, and laid them in a napkin, or had hid them 
in the earth. He never looked into them for life, or 
he never would have got into that place of death and 
torment ; for it is witnessed by father Abraham in 
this parable, that Moses and the prophets are sufficient 
if they will but hear them, but if they will not hear 
them they will not be pwsuaded, no, not even though 
one rose from the dead. Here we see the fearful 
obstinacy of the human mind. 

Some have thought the rich man to have been a 
Jew, but there is nothing in the parable to show that 
such was the case, for can it be said that the Jews 
think more of one rising from the dead than they do 
of Moses and the prophets ? If so, they would think 
more of Jesus and of Lazarus whom Jesus raised from 
the dead. 

" Send him to my Father's house,'* These words 
I iJiink, exclude IsrAl, or the Jew from being of 
the rich man's house. [The Roman does not acknow- 
ledge the Jew to be of the household of God.] The 

I 
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rich man is without name, without time or place. 
Neither does the Holy Spirit ever mention one word 
that the rich man literally speaks while living on 
earth. That the rich man is the Pontiff is evidenced 
by His sufieriug annihilation. He shall be buried as 
far as this world is concerned ; the worms shall cover 
him, and the worms shall be spread under him. That 
Lazarus or the Jew shall never be buried, is shewn 
by Daniel vii. 13, for the Jews continue to sit until 
the clouds of heaven bring Jesus Christ near before 
them, and then they shall be changed and caught up 
to meet Him in the air. We shall not all sleep but 
we must all be changed ; we shall all die, but we 
shall not all be buried (1 Cor. xv. 51,52). ** Flesh 
and blood shall not inherit the kingdom of God." 

Will any one come forward and say, this man of 
£ne linen is a military man ? It is evident he is no 
infidel. Neither can it be shown that there is greater 
self-security, or more wickedness, in any person; 
whether soldier or infidel, than in this man of -fine 
linen. And I challenge any writer to shew that the 
suflTerings in eternal woe shall be more severe to an 
infidel than to this man. Neither can any one shew 
that Napoleon shall suffer severer punishment than 
this man. That the rich man is the very son of heD* 
is proved, by his going into that place of torment, to 
open his eyes. His position while on earth, however, 
proved the same thing. And that his five sovereign 
brethren, among whom he is the stoutest looking 
(Dan. vii. 20), will go into that place of torment, 
there can be no doubt. 
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View 7th, " Now we beseech you, brethren^ hy the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christy and hy our 
gathermg together unto hirriy that ye he not soon 
shahen in mindy or he trouhledy neither hy spirit, nor 
hy word, nor hy letter as from us, as that the day of 
Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you hy any 
msanSyfor that day shall not comCy except there come 
a falling away first, and that man of sin he revealed, 
the son of perdition: who opposeth and exalteth 
him>self ahove all that is called God, or that is 
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of 
God, shewing himself that he is God, Hemember ye 
not that when I was yet with you, I told you these 
things ? And now ye hnow what withholdeth that he 
might he revealed in his time. For the mystery of 
iniquity doth already worh: only he who now htteth 
will let, until he he taken out of the way. And then 
shall that Wicked he revealed, whom the Lord shall 
consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy 
with the brightness of his coming. Even him, whose 
coming is after the working of Satan, with all power 
and signs and lying wonders, amd with all deeeivahleness 
of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they 
received not the love of the truth,, that they might be 
saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong 
delvMon, that they shotdd believe a lie : that they all 
might be damned who believed not the truth, hut had 
pleasure in unrighteousness, 2 Thes, ii. 1 — 12. 

The apostle's account of the ^^3fan of sin, the son 
of perditiony^ by no means shews him to be either a 
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military man or an infidel; but that he is a great 
Ecclesiastic in the church of God, and that he comes 
and exalts himself by lying and cheating, and not by 
fighting. It is called a mystery; surely if his work 
was cutting throats in open daylight, there would be 
no mystery; it is a delusion. The apostle writes to 
the Thessalonians to warn them against believing that 
the day of the Lord was at hand; and yet how common 
is this error in the present day. For I hear persons on 
every hand assert that he is coming, he is coming. 
* * The day of the Lord is at hand,** they say. Why did 
the apostle write to the Thessalonians, beseeching them 
not to be led away by such an error as that the day of 
Christ was at hand. The apostle by no means 
warned his converts against rumours of wars, nor 
against military men, nor against infidelity, but he 
warned them against the carefully instructed serpents 
-—false teachers. 

Every person in possession of a Bible is altogether 
inexcusable for being led away by the error that the 
Lord's appearing is at hand. Blessed is he that 
watcheth his garments. He that understands these 
things will have nothing to be ashamed of. The 
Lord will come like a thief in the night, and surely 
thieves do not come to be seen, nor to take their own. 
The Lord will not only come like a thie^ but many 
centuries afterward he will abo come like an honest 
man, and gather his own, and so shall they ever be 
with the Lord. 

Perhaps it may not be amiss to notice in this place, 
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the word revealedy reveal^ &c. Many authors speak 
of the son of perdition, as if his revelation was his 
appearing, his development, or his establishment upon 
earth; but as the word is not so used in the 
Scriptures, in reference to the Son of God, why 
should it be so used in reference to the son of the 
devil. The Son of Grod came upon earth, manifest in 
the flesh, did all his work, and seated himself on the 
clouds of heaven,, and rode up into the realms of 
glory, and was afterwards revealed. So if we would 
be consistent with the word revealedy we must use it 
in the same sense with reference to that man of sin 
the son of the deviL He must appear upon earth, 
must sit down very securely in the temple of God, 
and divide the earth into ecclesiastical districts for 
gain, he must have riches, purple, scarlet, fine linen, 
and sumptuous . fare every day for more than a 
thousand years, and very peacefully and quietly 
deceive millions of souls, and after he gets down into 
hell it will be revealed who he was, and what he was, 
and what his errand was, within the church of God. 
When this son of the devil shall be revealed, the Son 
of God shall also be revealed; the one sitting in 
heaven laughing, the other in hell, (according to the 
parable) opening his eyes to see Abraham and 
Lazarus (the Jew) a long way ofiT. The revelation, 
then, is not the personal appearing, either of the Son 
of God, or the son of the devil. 

When the Lord paid a nocturnal visit to Sodom he 
called on Abraham by the way. The next morning 
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when Abraham looked towards the p^in of Sodom, 
the smoke went up as the smoke of a furnace. That 
was a revelation to Abraham of the Lord's vengeance 
against Sodom. When Jerusalem was destroyed, it 
was a revelation of the Lord to the Gentiles. When 
the Roman shall be destroyed, it shall be a revelation 
of the Messiah to the Jews; so when the land of 
that man of sin becomes as when Grod overthrew 
Sodom and Gromorrah, Admah and Zeboim, which the 
Lord overthrew in his anger, it will be a revelation 
to many as to what his name was, (and that it was fiot 
Napoleon). It shall also be revealed what was his 
religion. When the father of perdition came to our 
first parents thej knew not his nature, but it was 
revealed to them afterwards, and a fearful revelation 
it was. So shall it be when the son of perdition is 
revealed, it will be too late for many. 

I have here given a seven-fold view of the son of 
perdition; the wise man says a threefold cord is not 
easily broken, and if any one overflowing with 
Christian love, 'and Christian wisdom, thinks he can 
break this seven-fold cord, I hope he will do so. 

Several cords might be added from Daniel; but I 
forbear for the present, and conclude by directing 
attention to the sure word of prophecy. 



